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CATTAIN'S CORNER

GREETINGS EAGLES---

You asked for San Antonio and we got it for you. It wont be
inexpensive, but I really do believe that you will find it to be
worth every cent of what you spend. K.D. Thompson's enclosed letter
gives the details.

As most of you already know, Continental has recently reached
the #1 spot in "on time" performance by a major carrier. Further,
Continental has been voted "best North American transatlantic car-

ier" by Executive Travel magazine, "Best International Airline" by

Entrepreneur magazine and "Best Business Class to Europe" by Conde

Nast Traveler magazine. (Surely more impressive than #1 on the old

Arkansas River Valley route)

All of the above has taken place since Gordon Bethune assumed
the leadership at Continental.

In a recent telephone conversation with Dick Grigsby, our
Contrails editor, Mr. Bethune indicated that he just might be able to
meet with us in San Antonio. The Board has extended an invitation to

Mr. Bethune urging him to join us at the Riverwalk.

I take this opportunity to say that it has been a very real

*x Lﬂﬂffﬁb{ﬁq iy pleasure to work with K.D. Thompson, Hal and Sandy Ross, Ken Alrick
and Amous Cann for these last two years. Wonderful people!!
élLéﬂSﬁ§4SfSTRAI§ﬁ7 As per our current By-Laws, at the closing of our San Antonio

meeting K.D. Thompson, our present President-Elect, will automatic-—

has most graciousdy
offered Zo ententain

at piano {0” oun business meeting on the morning of September 25th. Please let us
B4ﬂ1%77 know if there is someone that you would like to nominate. Hopefully

it will be one of the more recently retired people. It's just about

ally become our Golden Eagles President for the following two years.

The election of a new President-Elect will be an agenda item at our

time to relieve the 01d Guard.

soon at the Riverwalk.

'LET'S ALL GATHER AT THE RIVER!!

We're certainly looking forward to visiting with all of you
-~

2],
L C-‘/,/

Sephen (oonts, "The Intruders”: "Gneat piloa alvays find a way to
aunvive, Almost by inetinct they manage fo choose
a counse of action- sometimes a blatant violation of
the nules- that nesudts in thein sunvival. "




RESERVE CATTAIN'S (ORNER

”Ifyou wmntmfg
to understand something,
try tochangeit.”

Bob Lang, Secretary

S W

Lob (ampbell: "Sunely the FBI is dooking forn mone than 10 people,

Greetings! Your executive committee has made two trips to San Antonio this spring in
an effort to make the get-together/meeting on September 24th and 25th a memorable
event. We all came away favorably impressed by what we saw and hope everyone is
making plans to attend.

| would like to pass on some information that should be helpful to the group.

Transportation: Along with Continental, don't forget the new pass policies with
America West and Southwest. Basically, you can purchase a round trip on either
America West or Southwest for $50.00 per person for yourself and eligible family
members. One stipulation is that they have to be purchased at CAL ticket counters
and issued on CAL ticket stock. Do not try to purchase them at the other airline’s ticket
counter. Also ID-75 and ID-90 reduced rate tickets can now be purchased at CAL
ticket counters.

From the airport there are two ways to get downtown.
1. Shuttle service costs $6.00 per person. It runs infrequently and
could make several stops.
2. Taxi service is $15.00 total for up to four people so bunch up and get there
faster and cheaper.

Accommodations: We will be staying at the Marriott Riverwalk Hatel-in downtown San
Antonio. There are two Marriott hotels in downtown San Antonio, the other one being
the Marriott Rivercenter which is right next door. Remember, we will be at the
Riverwalk.

Reservations: You need to telephone either the national number at 1-800-648-4462
or, to eliminate confusion and possible errors, call direct to the hotel at 1-210-224-
4555. Be sure to mention that you are with the Golden Eagles group. The rooms are
very spacious and normal rates are in the $170.00 per day range. Our rate is $99.00
per day. Check-intime is 4 p.m. They will try to accommodate earlier arrivals on an
availability basis.The best rooms face west toward downtown and the river and can
only be requested at check-in time, not when making your reservations. Should some
of you wish to come in a day or two earlier or stay a day or two longer, the Marriott has
agreed to provide a limited number of rooms at the same rate. Check out time is 12:00
p.m.

Parking for drivers: Marriott parking is $7.00 per day with in and out privileges. Across
the street is city owned Marina parking which Is $4.50 per day with no in and out
privileges. There is some free public parking two or three blocks from the hotel. You
will have to check with the hotel at check-in time to find out about this option. Also, any
RV'ers will have to check with the hotel for their needs.

The hospitality room is suite #3004. It should be open from 12:00 p.m. on the 24th to
12:00 p.m. on the 26th.

Our business meeting will be in Salon C on the morning of the 25th from 9 till 11 a.m.
The Ladies Auxiliary will be at the same time in a different room. After our meeting, we
have a treat in store. Four barges have been reserved for a river tour with lunch to be
served on board. These barges will accommodate twenty each for a total of eighty for
all four. The first eighty to get their reservations in to Ken Aldrick will be accommo-
dated. The total cost for the cruise and lunch is $15.00 per person. The cruise lasts for
approximately two hours and lunch is catered by Boudro's restaurant, consisting of
smoked tomato salsa with tortilla chips, salad, chicken enchiladas verdes and iced tea
or soft drinks. This should prove to be a very enjoyable afternoon. We are required to
give the barge company a commitment on the number of barges so reservations must
be made to Ken by August 20th. At that time we will total our reservations and make

the necessary changes to our barge order. There is an article on these cruises in the
Fiesta magazine.

Our banquet will be at 7 p.m. on the 25th and we are working on entertainment for you.
Any volunteers?

One last item is that our 1996 meeting will be in Las Vegas. At our business meeting
on the 25th, we will be voting on where the 1997 meeting will be held. If you want us
back down South, be there to vote. Hope to see you all there!




A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT EMERITUS

What does the President Emeritus of the Golden Eagles have
to say to my fellow pilots, all of whom are younger, taller, and
better looking than I am?

Well, we are on a roll! It shows in the attendance of new
members mingling with many of our original group at our meetings.
Did you know that not many years ago we almost abandoned Golden
Eagles due to lack of participation and leadership? So, like our
airline, we have had some hard times, yet we, too, have been able
to reorganize with officers and ladies who seem to have the knack
of making each succeeding reunion better than the last one.

A good example of this is the participation of Dave and Helen
Streit from the Big Sky Country of Missoula, Montana, where Dave's
aviation career began. Bob Hiemstra, hearing of some of Dave's
early exploits as a firefighting smoke jumper for the Forest Service,
has asked him to thrill us with tales of "Smokey tle Bear", Missoula
version at ocur convention in San Antonio. Don't Miss IR A RN

So let's continue our participation in the affairs of Golden
il Eagles and enlarge our communication with one another through our
contributions to Golden Contrails. As the old World Globe on the
f tail of Continental Airlines Jets can still be seen around the
world, so will we Golden Eagles continue to support it.

/éaﬁ noie} Respectfully yours,

Dave's talk may be deferned . . Pleggenkuhle
President Emeritus,

| 4o oun 199 (onvention in [AS. Golden Eagles

With the recent passing of Captain Harry Taneyhill we have lost
one of our truly original members, Harry was, it seemed, around
since day one. There are many stories within the airline in which
Harry was directly involved.

One that I remember most was when we were at Boeing in Seattle
attending the initial 747 ground school in the spring of 1970.

We were a mixture of line, supervisory pilots and second officers.
Eventually it became time for each of us to take the oral portion
of the requirement for our 747 type rating. Harry hated the oral
examination perhaps more than anything in his life. Needless

to say he was a nervous wreck. Some of us were scheduled for the
oral in the early afternoon and Harry wanted us to return to the
hotel as soon as possible and fill him in on what had happened
because his was scheduled for the next morning. We all stayed
away from the hotel long after the examination was completed. We
came into his room very late in the day and told him it was the
worst thing any of us had ever gone through. 1 thought Harry

was going to jump out the window. He wanted to go back to

Los Angeles right then. We let him stew for some period of time
before we told him the truth. He still did not believe us.

After he passed the next day he was the happiest man I had seen
in a long time. Of course, we made him buy drinks and dinner
that night.

When it became time for Harry to retire and get his watch - - — — _
well, that is another story.

God Bless You Harry,

Sloesrely. Dispatchen, bnicfing his nelief: "I got Flight 54 into Thoenix and &L Paso
& Jhéizz;ﬁyﬁ szaﬁ%jﬁc 0K, but the (aptain missed his appoach

at San Antoniv and is on his way 2o Houaton,"
Gary Wilsey



| EDITORS " CORNER

FRONT (WER~- Grumman convension N300S takes off from Lake (leburne, TX.
Mark Schellenbeng had a hand in the convension and flying of this beautiful
amphibian!

THIS ISSUE-- Featuned in this issue of Godden (ontrails is a nepont by Fred
Noonan on a nound rip from Alameda 2o flonodudu in 1935! The nepont was
hand-wnitten in pencil on nough, lined Zablet paper and is copied from the
ondginal supplied by Gene Oliven, 1% is a nane document of the difficulties
expendienced in the eanly days of dong over-waten flights and is wedl wonth
saving as a iribute o the eandy navigatons of {lying boats and amphibiana,
Oun thanks 2o Gene fon this and fon the picture of the Grumman G-21A he wsed
2o {dy out of the Bay Area,

ROETS' (ORNER-- O'Leany’s Bann comes 2o ws from netined Navy navigaton and
fan Amenican craw memben, 7. V. Allen, whose pictune appeans on the back coven
along with a picture he supplied of one of the (Lippers Zaking off fon exotic
places. Note the phonetic Signatune, Tane Victon Able. How many of us can
nememben that old phonetic code? Thanks, "Wan"!

FREDIANNE GRAY-- Fred Gray's daughten, Fredianne, was bonn afien he tragic
bombing of Fred's airplane in 1962, She was found attending the Memonial
Service fon Hanny Taneyhild in Gandena, (A. We are sure that you will find
the account of hen life most intenesting,

BAK (WER-- (odon pictures on the back cover illustnate the anticles within,

FIESTA WGAZINE-- Oun thanks o the publishens and disiributons of Fiesta
magazine forn providing enough copies fon miling with this issue. We ane
hoping that knowlege of the facilities and activities available in the San

Andonio area will encourage you 2o join us fon a gneat convention and a fun
2ime in Septemben!

Bob (ampbell: "I've been noticing the obits... people out hene die in
alphabetioal onden. "
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SCRIEE'S (ORNER Tk /2., 975

GREETINGS FROM THE BEAUTIFUL, HOT DESERT OF PALM DESERT

Fifty years ago many of us were flying with the Armed Services as natural born
patriots. Then came V.E. Day in Europe, May 8th, V.J. Day, August 15th in the
Pacific, and The United Nations Charter being ratified October 24th, 1945 in New
York.

It doesn’t seem possible that fifty years have gone by since the close of World War I1.
We are indeed fortunate to have survived, and many of us are still active pilots.

Although the guns have long been silent, the voices of the men and women who fought
the Germans and Japanese are still loud. Time has not softened their sense of
accomplishment. World War II was nothing less than a battle for national survival,
and a fight to preserve America.

After World War II ended, many of us started flying with Continental Air Lines, and
continued with the love of flying, as a career until our forced retirement at age sixty.
Will that barrier ever change? We wonder.

It won’t affect any of the retired pilots now, but it is still a very important issue to the
new generation of Golden Eagles. Let us hope the responsible parties will wake up
someday, and remove this discrimination of age.

Last January, and again this June, our President Bob Hiemstra, K.D. Thompson, Ken
and Luverne Alrick, Sandy and I, met at the San Antonio downtown Marriott
Riverwalk Hotel, to organize the September Convention of the Golden Eagles. Many
changes have been made in the big city since our Air Force days, and when we had
layovers with Continental at the Gunter Hotel. We believe everything is in order, and
everyone will enjoy being in Texas. We hope to see many of you folks from the south
and eastern part of the country.

" We didn’t organize any official golf tournaments for the group, as we believe the city
will have a lot of interest for everyone. However, there are many golf courses
available if anyone desires to bring their clubs.

Your officers believe that everyone will enjoy the amenities and the food.
See you in Texas!

Sincerely,

Hal Ross

(asey Stengel:




| ' CO-PILOT'S (ORAER

BY, \ Howdy, Once Again
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Dear Friends!

In San Antonio we will all have a great time. We stay across from the San Antonio Convention Center, on the world famous
Pases Del Rid, at the "Marriott Riverwall”, right in the heart of Tezas. The hotel has boen remodeled and the accomodations
are the finest in hospitality and servics.

We have visited twice to firm up all of the arrangements. On both visits the hotel troated us lilte royalty. We weze impressed
by the fine personalized service. The Chef propared the most delicious food = which wo sampled so wo could select our banquet
entree’s. Their presentation was traly beautiful. The imagination, expertize and close attention to detail was amazing to see
and enjyy.

AlicePuwez‘swﬁlbeas:.is{gdbythohotzlthisyearmﬂewm’ihavetowurksoha:dmihebanquuttabledmﬁons. She is
busy preparing all the favers for each lady. Her Daughter, Linda lives in the area and she will assist her alw.

The men and women’s business meetings will be from %:00-11:00 am. We will be piclted up cutside the Marriott on the barges.
Then cruise down the Lazy River, talting in all the beautiful sights and sounds aleng the way. Our first stp will beat a
Tezas Bistro called "Boudro’s”. They will serve us the first course of our lunch, then cruiss back to "Boudro’s”, served another
course, then cruise bacls to the hotel, which should tale a total of two hours. This is a real attraction to the area, and what a
treat it is. Jack Murray has talen this cruise and enjoyed it. He gave K.D. Thempsen all of the information - we visited
"Boudro's” on our last stay and we were all sold on the idea.

Pleass got your reservations in right away to Ken Alricls if you are interested - as we are limited 1o the total amount of pecple,
and we need a count for the restaurant for feed preparations.

What a city! So much histery, culture and ezcitement is there for all of your enjoyment. Remember, "The ALamo™? It's the
most famous spot in Tezas. We all stopped by on our last visit, which is enly a short wall from the hotel and the admission is
free. The museum contains relics and mementos from the Republic of m It is highlighted by narrations on the fall of The
Alamo.

Hal's first memories ¢f San Antonio were as a young Air Force Cadet stationed at Kelly Air Force Base - which our government
is considering closing, Next we visited the Gunther Hotel, where he along with many other Golden Eagles stayed for layovers
with Continental as pilots. The hotel is still beantiful.

Tl need your help snce mere to man the Hospitality Suite #3004, We will have sign-up sheets upen your arrival and you can
let us lenowr where you would serve best. We aleo plan to arrive a day or two early to purchase items for the Hospitality Suite.
One of our newest members, Joe Vitali, flying second officer often with Gemo Greer, lives in the area and has gracioudly
volunteered use of a vehicle to transport all of the items. He and his lovely wife have also volunteered their help.

I 50 locke forward 4o seeing yeu all once again. At our last business meeting in San Diego, we veted as a group to have a
hospitality committee to assist the Ladies Auzillary Chairman and to help relieve some of the little headaches.

Loretta Wilsey, Betty Curtis, Jan Jennings and Viclty Daniel have signed up. If you could drop me a little note as to when you
will be arriving, = that I can organize things, Thanlts for volunteering your assistance which is so needed and appreciated.

Love Sandy Ress

e S Y B

e = —
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O'LFARY'S BARN ’ = iy

Gather 'round boys and listen
For I'm going to spin a yarn,
Of a place in the North Pacific
That's called O'Leary's Barn.

It was known as Jones's Corner

In the far gone days of yore,

But you know how land's developed
Since the outbreak of this war.

Well they went to work and erected
Upon this hallowed site

A big red barn to let us know
When we should turn right.

It doesn't matter what you fly in
If it's R5D's or Boeing

And it doesn't make much difference
If it's east or west you're going.

You just fly along, all watching
And when that barn hoves into sight
Then nudge the pilot gently

And say "Brother, let's turn right."

Now to give it's exact location
Would be sort of telling a lie
As this is wholly dependent

On the North Pacific High.
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That is to say, it's not always
Just where it was before

But a big red barn to guide us --
Who could ask for more.

Like any barn in the country

It tells what to take for your ills
The miner with his frying pan

And Carter's Liver Pills.

_ Mister, you may not believe me

But I'm really in the know
For I happened to see them on the barn
One day when flying low.

In fact I'll bet you don't believe
A word of what I've said
All about O'Leary's Barn
And how it's painted red.

Then ask the boys who fly this run
And watch their faces light

When mentioning O'Leary's Barn
And where they all turn right.

And maybe someday, if you're lucky
You will see it like I said

'Tween here and San Francisco

A big barn painted red.
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Remember Freddie Gray?!

A big HELLO to everybody from Fredianne Gray, daughter of Captain Fred R. Gray and
his wife Darlene Gray. It is a real privilege and honor for me to have been asked to write this
little bio for Golden Contrails. First I'd like to send you all a great big ear to ear smile and
personal greeting from my Dad. I'm sure he’d love to see you at the yearly Convention - you
can bet he’d be there (with a red carnation in his jacket, of course!).

My mother, Darlene Gray, sends her very best. She lives
in Irvine, California, and enjoys bridge, Bible study, volunteering
with residents of a convalescent care facility, and staying fit (and
as you can see looking great!) with long brisk walks and putting
on the putting green. My sister, Jackie Stewart, and her husband
of 20+ years, Kent Stewart, have moved from Las Vegas,
Nevada, to a beautiful home in Hernando, Mississippi, where they " .
hold management positions with casinos. Jackie loves horseback riding and her two Siamese
cats, Shim and Sheree. Kent enjoys golf and keeping a beautiful garden.

I am currently on assignment as a toxicologist for the Environmental Protection Agency

in Washington, D.C. 1 will soon be leaving government service to return to school for an
M.D., which will enable me to go into family practice. Music is an important part of my life,
as it is and was for Mom and Dad. I have enjoyed playing several instruments and played
professionally in the Los Angeles music studios, recording for a number of television and film
productions. I'd love to have been there to join Mom and Dad play and sing for some of your
get togethers!
Flying, as you can guess, is exhilarating for me. I
earned my wings on February 28, 1992, and by the
time you read this I will have finished my
instrument rating. I had my first experience with
aerobatics last year when 1 was lucky enough to
ride along for a fantastic few maneuvers in a prop
plane. I'm sure Dad was flying right alongside.
Needless to say, I was inspired to immediately
cavort around the sky myself, but prudence won me
over and I waited to take aerobatics lessons. The
Super Decathlon has been my favorite plane to fly,
although most of my few hours have been in
Bonanza F-33A and Cessna aircraft. Even though
[ have neither flown nor flown in the jet I am
pictured with, I thought my smile (and my ears)
might bring back a few memories of my Dad. 1
have been flying several times a week either
practicing instruments for my check ride or

enjoying aerobatics, and am seriously considering co-ownership in an airplane. The only
unresolved issues are which airplane, and who to enjoy it with!

It has been wonderful to meet and see some of you again. I love hearing about your
flying adventures and about your great times with my Dad. I look forward to seeing you at the
Convention in Texas - you’ll know me by my red carnation!
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KITTY KORMER

T RIV
vof ERy,

HOTELS - RESORTS - SUITES

GOLDEN EAGLES TREASURER'S REPORT 7-31-95

Balance 1-1-95 $10,183.40
Income 1-1-95 to 7-31-95
Dues $1310.00
Postage Fund $305.00
$11,798 .40
Disbursements
Account Fee (Checks) ($10.70)
Rapa Dues ($187.50)
Am. Heart Assoc.(T.P Gleason) ($50.00)
Fiesta Magazine Shipping ($125.96)
($374.16)
Balance on hand 7-31-95 511,424.24

Please note: The amount of $2000.00 has been
approved to cover costs of the Golden Contrails
pending final invoice.

3

Please send dues checks and/or corrections to:
Golden Eagles

¢/o Ken Alrick -Treasurer/(Membership)
30339 Channel Way Dr.

Canyon Lake,Ca.92587

Postage Fund since 1-1-95
Russ Kincaid  R.S.Grigsby
Pete Linzmeir A.J.Cann
Cheryl Buckler Fredianne Gray
Ray Combest  Geo. Siefert
C.M Stubben  Peggy Carpenter
Jim James Bert Lynn
Paul Sanwick Bill Eaton
Bob Wilson Frank Mills
Dave Moran  Bob Campbell
Spike Duncan Ken Alrick
Virg Hemphill Gene Newman
Jane Thorn John Bender
Jerry Navarro  Bill Himmelreich
K.D.Thompson Hal; Ross
R.E Hiemstra Marlan Gamber
(Thanks to each of you)

New Members
Ken Witenburg
Joe Vitali
Joe O'Neill
Gary LaPlante
Glenn Stroud

Well, I've made my pitch for dues. We don't want to lose even one of our old

friends from our membership.

I'look forward to seeing many of you at the convention. K.D. Thompson has
covered the hotel reservation picture thoroughly, but I also want to emphasize that you
must call the hotel for room reservations. I will handle Banquet and River Tour
reservations. Please fill out the form below. Early response would be appreciated.

Send to above address:
Name:

Ken
No.
River Barge Luncheon Cruise $15.00 b
Bangquet-Price includes Tax & Tip
Pocketed Filet Mignon with Sun Dried $27.00 b
Tomatoes and Wild Mushrooms
Grilled Norwegian Salmon
with Lemon Dill Herb Sauce $27.00 $
Meal Total 5
No Cancellation after Noon, Friday, Sept. 22.(909-244-9631)
Dues may be paid at this time
Dues $20.00 per year o )
Postage fund (Optional) $
Total Remitted 5

Albuguenque (enten: 'linited 314, how's the nide ai 3102"

United 314: ”ﬂ-zeiig /wug/x. The Caf;éa.in Juasd sdabbed /u'.nwe»(.,f with hia font, "
(enten: '(ontinentad, how's your nide at 3507"

(ontinental: " don't know... we haven't eaten yet,”
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