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On the front page:
A reminder that the annual convention of the Golden Eagles
will take place on October 13th and 14th at the Sahara Hotel
in Las Vegas, NV.
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The Captain’s Corner
Well, summertime has definitely arrived here in Houston, time to head
north for a little mountain time and fly fishing. Of course we will be
keeping our fingers crossed and eyes on the Gulf for any signs of hurricanes headed this way as well. Time is flying by and by now I hope you
all have not only your summertime plans in place, but have made your
reservations to join us in Las Vegas in October. We are looking forward to
a great convention this year and hoping to see lots of “new” old faces
there. BJ Bellrue has been working hard to arrange some great entertainment as well as stocking the ever popular hospitality suite .Paul Grover is
busy arranging the golf tournament, an event that is enjoyed by all. Don’t
miss the chance to catch up and renew old friendships.
On another note, I want to catch you up on the happenings with the Continental / United merger. Bill Chambers has graciously stepped up to the
plate to head up the committee to ensure retirees input into the negotiations. He is on top of things and doing a great job of keeping The Golden
Eagles in front of all parties. Of course our concerns are largely towards
retirees travel benefits and if we can even maintain the policy that United
has, it will be an improvement .There are also issues to be addressed concerning insurance and we are working hard to protect our membership on
this issue. There will be more information available on this matter at the
convention as well. Thank you Bill for your dedication and hard work!!
I would also like to take this opportunity to extend thanks to many of the
other hard working members that contribute their time to keep our organi-
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zation functioning and viable. Charlie Starr has spent many years and
thousands of hours donating to the Golden Eagles, we appreciate K.D.
Thompson for his tireless contributions, Shaun Ryan is a valuable member volunteering his time, Butch Meier can always be counted on to step
up to the plate, Birdie Bertrand’s contributions are invaluable, Sid Alexander is always available to donate his time ,Don Gentry can be counted
on every year, Dave Newell spends countless hours disseminating information, and Bob Shelton is always available for consultation! If I have
forgotten anyone, please forgive me, you may not have noticed, but I’M
OLD!!! I will buy you a beer at the hospitality suite!
Once again, make sure to get your reservations and dues in!! Looking forward to seeing everyone in October! Don’t forget that there is a $100
prize to the Golden Eagle that brings the most new members to the convention!
Gary Humphries
President
Continental Golden Eagles
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Thoughts from the Editor …..
As we approach the middle of the summer here in Tucson (I know, but it is a DRY
heat!), it occurs to me that we are rapidly closing in on October and the Golden Eagles Convention in Las Vegas. It is time to start making plans to attend and enjoy
the company of old friends and cronies and polish up some of those old stories to
be shared at the hospitality room. Elsewhere in this issue, you will find the forms
needed to make your golf and dinner reservations and I urge you to not put it off
any further as the people organizing the convention have to make plans and need to
know how many will attend. You will also find the toll-free number for the Sahara
reservations and remember, the great room rate of only $45.00 per night (plus tax
and energy surcharge) is only available until September 10th. The rooms are available at this price from October 12th through the 14th to accommodate those who
will playing in the golf tournament as well as those who just want an extra evening
to enjoy the atmosphere of Las Vegas. I also urge you to get your reservations in
for the banquet as they have a deadline of October 7th.
I have been getting some very interesting stories from a few of our members that
will be shared in the order in which they come in. This issue’s main article is by
Charlie Starr and is a very detailed and well written description of his last trip to
Oshkosh for the big airshow – thanks Charlie!
I am sure that by now that you have recognized the great job that Dave Newell is
doing as the E-mail Liason person and I suggest that if you have any news of any
of our members or friends that needs dissemination to the membership, that you
contact him at Newelldb@aol.com and he will get the word out. This is an important service because all too often by the time I publish something like a notice of
services in the Golden Contrails, it is months out of date.
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Speaking of the Golden Eagles Golf Tournament, I would like to invite all the golfers whether you are a 6 handicap or a confirmed hacker like myself to enter this
year’s event. Our Reserve Captain, Paul Grover has graciously offered to run the
tournament again this year and after the last one he organized I am really looking
forward to this year. Again, details for registering can be found in this magazine.
Let’s make this the best convention ever and considering the great bunch of folks
who regularly volunteer, it certainly has the potential. Whether you are enjoying
the hospitality room, having some early morning doughnuts and coffee, or marveling at the fantastic decorations at the banquet, take the time to thank the folks who
have put in many,many hours so that the rest of us can totally enjoy the experience.
Looking forward to seeing all of you in Las Vegas on the 13th and 14th of October
and once again enjoying the camaraderie we have always had at the Golden Eagles
Convention.

Editor and Publisher
f100plt@aol.com
(520) 299-2338
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A MESSAGE TO THE LADIES AUXILIARY
FROM BJ BELLERUE

Hot, Hot, Hot, is the best description of the weather here in Las Vegas. I hope everyone is enjoying their summer and vacations and traveling. Ken and I took one short trip to the Sierra
Nevada Mountains in July and enjoyed driving over the Sonora pass. The eastern sierras are
beautiful and full of flowers at the higher altitudes. We took old route “49” into Sutter’s Mill
and enjoyed the history of the Gold Rush days. So much to see and visit - not enough time.
October 13th and 14th are fast approaching and the Golden Eagles reunion in Las Vegas will be
here! I know many of you are looking forward to coming to Las Vegas. The new “City Center” has opened on the strip and has received great reviews. Some of the hotels are very expensive, but fun to visit. There are a lot of venues in the new city center so I hope you will get
a chance to visit it while you are here.
Our entertainment this year is The Rusty Davis Orchestra. I know everyone will enjoy this entertainer. His orchestra travels all over the U.S. and has received praise and accolades wherever
they play.
Once again, I will remind all of you that the ladies auxiliary will be electing new officers for
the next two years. Please contact me to let me know what office you are interested in. This is
a terrific opportunity and a rewarding experience.

See you in October in Las Vegas!
Sincerely,
BJ Bellerue

bbellerue@aol.com
Phone (702) 269-1419
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Heading West

The following individuals have taken their final flight west
since the last issue. We wish them clear skies, smooth air and
favorable winds.

Dick Dahse
Jim McNulty
Dick Green
Bob Conrad
Buzz Patterson
Jay Worley
Harlon Miller
Monica Henry(wife of Bill Henry)
Fern Zimmerman (wife of Abbey
Zimmerman)
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A note from the Editor:
As was already mentioned, we will let Dave Newell
keep you up to date with his email service as this will
result in a real time notification to the membership of
time sensitive news. However, I will attempt to publish personal comments that I feel to be of interest to
the members. The following falls into that category.

Received these comments from Bill Knowles regarding Jim
McNullty:
Dave, firstly let me thank you for the great job you are doing
keeping the “Eagles’ up to speed on the unfortunate news of the
passing of our friends.
I had the pleasure of having Jim in my base for some time; like
so many of the pilots he was a delight to work with. He was respected and admired by crew members who flew with him and management pilots who worked with him.
Jim was a “quiet man” who came to work, did his job without
drawing attention to his efforts on Company behalf and when the
day was over returned to his family.
His performance was exemplary, he was the type of guy that you
would say, “I wish that I had known him better!”
I had the distinct feeling, about Jim, that he enjoyed his job
to the fullest and that it brought him great personal pleasure;
his loss will be felt by many.
Bill Knowles
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The following recollections and comments regarding Captain
Harlan Miller were provided by Captain Glenn Kowal. Thanks to
Captain Kowal for his insightful comments.
I have many fond memories of flying with Harlan Miller. We
checked out together in the DC-9 (Continental's newest aircraft in
1965) while based in Denver. Since we were both new to the aircraft, and I was relatively new to Continental, Harlan thought it
best that he do all the flying while I focused on becoming a proficient FO. This division of duties worked out well. When Harlan
felt comfortable in the aircraft and satisfied in my abilities to share
the takeoffs and landings, we became a cockpit team and friends,
enjoying
many flights together. Harlan was a gentleman and a true professional in the finest sense of those terms.
Glenn Kowal
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The following poem was submitted by our former editor and
Publisher, Dick Grigsby. For those who were not familiar with the
term “Wild Weasles”, they were the two seat fighters with sophisticated electronic gear that would fly low in Viet Nam and try to
get the Surface-to-Air missle sites to lock on to them. They would
then fire a missle down the beam to kill the site. As a point of
interest, the guys in the back seat were called “Wizzos” and they
referred to the front seat pilots as “Forward Facing Bird
Deflectors”.
LOW FLIGHT
Oh, I've slipped the swirling clouds of dust
A few feet from the dirt.
I have flown my plane low enough
To make my bottom hurt.
I've raced over desert, hills, through valleys,
And mountain passes too.
Frolicked in the trees
Where only gray squirrels flew.
Chasing cows along the way,
Disturbing ram and ewe.
I've done a hundred other things
You damned well shouldn't do.
I have smacked the tiny sparrow,
Bluebird, robin, and the rest.
Dragged vortices through branches
Throwing eggs out of their nests.
I've hurled through total darkness
Just as blind as I could be,
And spent the night in terror
Of things I could not see.
I've turned my eyes to heaven
Sweating bullets through the flight,
Reached out my hand and pressed-to-test
--the Master Caution light.

The first of the Wild Weasle aircraft, the
North American F-100F Super Sabre.
This was later replaced by the F-105,
then the F-4 and eventually the singleseat F-16
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I received this on the internet and just had to pass it along to all of
the Golden Eagles.

The Perfect Welcome Mat
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A note from the Editor:
My sincere thanks to Charlie Starr for this great article on his trip
to Oshkosh and the great pictures to illustrate it. I am sure that
there are a lot more of you out there that can put together an interesting story about one of your trips and send it in for the enjoyment of our members. Send your inputs to me at
f100plt@gmail.com and I will see that they get published. For
those of you that have already submitted material, be patient and it
will be published in the order received.

On the Back Cover
A great picture of one of our first Boeing 727 aircraft
with the old paint job. I received this from K.D.
Thompson and then the written information came from
Lee Myners. My thanks to both these gentlemen.
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KD: Looked in my log book and got the following. I was in the
Training Dept. in 1967. Jim Bauer, Dick Mills, Jim Ferris, Carl
Malone & I went to 727 ground school at Boeing in SEA. in June
67. We wrote procedures, the flight manual, etc. at night, school in
the day time. The first 727's were 100QC's. Convertibles,
N2471,2,3,4,5. We leased them. Later bought 475 (Juju) & added
one much later, 476,(Nuju) to stay in Air Mike. Boeing Instructors brought 471 down from Boeing on July 1st, 1967. Dick Mills
and I went out with a Boeing Instructor the next morning for our
training. We were rated July 6th. and were the first two guys at
CAL to be rated on the 727. We both started instructing on the aircraft two days later. The one pictured here (472) showed up in
LAX on July 26 1967. I took it out on a PT to Palmdale the next

