....... And oft’ the setting sun 1s pleased to trim the Clouds with molten sails
And lace the way of passing jets with golden condensation trails

OEnd of the Tr ai
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On the Front Cover

A once proud Navy 4 minus its engines sits in the dirt at the aircraft storage site in Tucson, AZ known as
the fiBoneyardo. More pictures and facts

B-52s awaiting destruction as part of the START Treaty



3

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR suggestion. If we could collect pictures of all those
members who have gone west, we could put them into
a slide show to view and pay our last respects. If the
My first duty in this issue is to provide a persoriamilies of these individuals would like to help in this
and heartfelt apology to B.J. Bellerue, the past presdeavor, they could email me a picture of their
dent of the Ladi eds A aheasihgi (faOOpt@gmailccomd eor & noocomputen ac- h
workers we have had helping to produce our anmeal, mail it to me(Shaun Ryan, 6610 N. Sutherland
conventions for the past several years. . UnfoRigge Place, Tucson, AZ 85718). | will scan them
nately, | did not publ ansl promide to retérg thefphoto &olyou.l Hopefuldywe i
issue and | cannot think of any suitable excuse. Ivathget enough participation to make this work.

therefore publishing it in this issue along with a note ., e you noticed that ti@olden Contrailsfeels a

from our new Ladieos | I?@Htelr thi€ ikstie? What &oisgpﬁoget I8 causq}@ !
Grover, whqm we warmly w_elcome. It dogs n.ot M3KR> Do you think it might have something to do with
up for my mistake and certainly does not indicate fHYtact that no one is sending in any thing to put in it?

lack of appreciation for all the good work that B.J. rﬁf‘rely some of you must have taken a trip of a life-
accomplished over the years. Thanks B.J. and kaM e t hat has been on you

truly sorry. a project that has kept you occupied for a long time.

With all the information on retirees pass trateryone enjoys reading about what their friends have
coming out, | had planned to publish several notbes en doi ng so add to your
that | felt were most important but since this appeatticle for theGolden Contrail® | f I can
to be a work in progress, | think | will wait until thean do it. Remember, this magazine is FOR the mem-
next issue and maybe things will have firmed up. Iws of the Golden Eagles and BY the members of the
want to thank our Travel and Merger Liason persGolden Eagles.

Bi |l Chambers and our f %c?olgnlq ‘?orwgk?tro %eeirtuqavfiui a'II intLgstvgqras

Newell for staying on top of the rapidly changir&gn d | am sure the firememt
news and getting the word out to the members. Gﬂ@ﬁ){q around the hospitality room

job guys!

Linda and | going to the Big Island of Hawaii in§haun
few weeks and will be using our first vacation passes
to fly from TUS to LAX and then on to ITO. So far
the listing process went very smoothly and was so
similar to the old CO process that it was a breeze. The
new listing details even shows how many full fare pax
are eligible for a first class upgrade which helps in
seeing if we will be seated there. | have to admit after
all my flying to Hawaii in the DELO that | was sur-
prised to see they are using a 800 for the trip. |
will report on the trip when we get back and send it to
Dave Newell to forward to the membership.

Gail Grover has been busy planning the banquet for
the upcoming convention and has made a very nice
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The President ¥

On March 3rd, 2012 our beloved Continental Airline
nfl ew West o

| got my first real jolt of this reality when my ce
phone rand and a female voice identified hersel
United operations trying to reach Gail Grover,
wife who is still a working flight attendant. | wante
to ask Awhy are you ca| : !

. . B, - )

Continental . 0o But I h a « , z I
pen. We are now United Airlines and moping over
merger is a futile waste of time and energy. It is tig
to move on and deal with our new reality.

or k

We have emerged with new pass travel status 4
retired Continental employees thanks to endless hl §, 11K
of time and efforts of Gary Humphries, Bill Chamb :
and staff. There are some details to our pass ti,}#
policy that need to be cleared up and that work i
ing done as | write this letter. =\

Keeping wus Al N THE LCY|
changes and updated information that keeps eni
ing, we have Dave Newell to thank over a s .
over éé. again and again.'
preciation to President Elect Don Gentry who ke
nagging at me with all good humor and intentions.

Our business meeting in October will have a m
larger agend in order to address the changes that t IS
merger has presented and our need to to update our by
-laws in order to face new challenges.

The new Tropicana is the perfect setting for us to Re- See
fresh and Renew and | know you and your guests will

have a fun, memorable time at our Las Vegas gather- YOU
ing. |n

Paul F. Grover Il
Las Vegas




The Reserve Captain

We had a great time at the Houston Golden
Eagles Reunion in October of last year. Gary and his
team did a great job; of course he had a lot of great
help from Renelle and the other wives.

You are all probably aware of the many
changes that have taken place during the Continental/
United merger. Changes in pass travel rules, of course,
are of particular interest to we retired pilots. Bill
Chambers, our tireless travel liaison officer, has done
an outstanding job looking after the interests of retired
pilots. We cannot thank Bill enough! And thanks also
to Dave Newell, who has been communicating pass
travel information from Bill and others through emails
to the Golden Eagles membership. We also wish to
thank Charlie Starr and Birdie Bertrand for all they
have done for our organization.

A word about this vygé
Paul and Gail Grover have worked hard getting
moved to the Tropicana.Hotel. More on that as we
the information. Ben McKenzie and | will be assist
Paul with the golf outing. We will be going back gk
the twoday format. The first day is October "
around 1330; the second day is Octobef afund
0800. The golf course has offered us bus transp
tion from the hotel. More details can be found on
golf registration form.

gas

It has been a rough year for the Golden Eag i
A good many of our members have gone west.

will all be missed. Our prayers go out to their spouses
and family members. Casey Cameron sent this in and said to give credit to

the AAHS (American Aviation Historical Society) so

Remember that an organization is only as goqge thank all concerned for this piece of Continental
as its members make it. We look forward to seeing all Airlines history.

of you in Las Vegas.

Don
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A Short Note \fi"""‘“ " from Your Secretary

Wow, since being elected to the Secretary’s
position last October, and tuming over my
Treasurer’s dufies fo Tom Doherty, it seems
like I've found hours and hours of free time.
Late last vear, Tom visited me here imn NW
Flonda for several days, as we made the
transition — with Tom leaming the computer
programs for both the financial record-
keeping as well as our master database. The
fransition seems to have gone without a
hitch and Tom, with only a wvery lLittle
learming, has taken over the job 1in admurable
fashion While on the subject dealing with
Asspciation finances, and per my usual, I'd
ask that everyone look at the mail label of
this magazine (night after your name) to be
sure that your dues are up to date. If they're
not, please mail your dues payment to: Tom
Doherty, 7 McCormick Way, Salem NH
03079-2816. And don’t forget to keep Tom
or myself informed of any address, e-mail or
phone number changes dunng the year.

I'11 still be around, as secretary, to help with
any record-keeping and to assist our editor
and publisher of Golden Confrails, Shaun
Ryan, with pnnting and mailing of the
magazme. [I'll also be assisting Tom with
reservations and-such for our upcoming
October annual convention/reunion. While
sprnng may seem a litfle early, it’s a good
fime fo begin to make your plans to attend.
This year's event should be a premmer
renmion — our new hotel, The Tropicana, will
be going all out to assure that we are treated
like royalty. Paul and Gail Grover along
with Don Gentry have been working with
The Tropicana to insure our every need is

met. A banquet reservation and meal
selection form is included in this magazine.
It's mnever too early to make vyour
reservations.

And finally, I want to acknowledge the hard
work of two of our members and comnuttee
heads, Dave Newell and Bill Chambers.
Dave has done yeoman duty in keeping our
member e-mail notification up and mnning
Be sure to keep Dave informed of any e-
mail address changes. Bill continues to
work diligently in representing us in the pass
travel pnivileges department. I'm sure that
most of you are aware of all of the changes
that are in effect or are upcomung. Bill was
also mnstmumental in seeing that Golden
Eagle membership information packets are
being distributed to all retinng pilots.

New password for viewing Contrails and the
roster on the website: tailcone

Best Regards — see you in LAS

MM-SMCW?




7

AMESSAGE TO THE LADIES Wwi! !l remain in my heart

have done it without you!

AUXILIARY FROM PAST
PRESIDENT B.J. BELLERUE

( Edi t o r-dlsisisthe tetter that for some | wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a pros-

reason did not get published in the December issugperous new year!
My apologies again to B.J.)

Hope to see you all in Las Vegas at the Tropicana

What a terrific convention and turnout we had 'Tlr?tel next year for the 2012 convention.

October in Houston! i
So many new and wonderful people came to t?]i
meeting and it was wonderful to meet all of you.

ncerely,
A y

BJ Bellerue

There are many wonderful ladies that gave of their
time, energy and skills to help make this convention a
huge successl would like to thank Linda Meier, Pam
Meyners, Chris McKenzie, Sharon Clough, Ranelle
Humphries, Gail Grover, Cynthia Starr and Francia
Gentry for all the help in the hospitality room and at
the checkin table. Thanks to Cynthia Starr for filling
in for Linda Ryan in the Secretary position. | know
Linda really appreciated it, as did I. Thanks to Penny
Schuchat for contacting Alice Powers and securing the
lovely Merle Norman gifts that Alice sent to u§Ve
all miss Alice at our meetings and she is always
thoughtful to send the gifts!l called Alice to thank
her and she was delighted to hear everyone liked the
gifts. She said she would really like to come to the
convention in Las Vegas next year. Hope to see her
there!

Another thanks to Francia Gentry for running down B.J.,
the beautiful decorations for the banquet tables. The

decorations were made by Ina Domengeaux with hé[thank you SO much for all your
from Ranell Humphries for the last convention we had

in Houston in 2008 they were beautifui thanks to hard work over the years. You

all who contributed to make our tables beautiful.
Thanks to Gail Grover who assisted me with theand all your volunteers have

picture taking this year, the pictures turned out grgghide the conventions a total de-
and were much appreciated. .
light.

. Thank you to all for your support, generosity, help

Gail Grover was elected our new president of the la-

dies auxiliary for the next two years and she will serve

along side of her husband Paul who is the President of The Golden Eagles
the Golden Eagles.l know Gail is going to enjoy

serving all of you as I did, and she will do a terrific

job!

The past three years have been a wonderful, re-
warding experience for me and a part of my life that

f



Notes from your Treasurer —lom Daﬂuiy

It’s been my lifelong plan to spend the winters of my retirement escaping the cold and snow of
New England for warm, sunny Flonda; and I finally realized that dream this year. My wife
and I have spent the last few months golfing, boating, and relaxing the days away and enjoying
the 80 degree temperatures. As I write this, the weather in my hometown of Salem, New
Hampshire 1s reporting record breaking heat for this time of year! Go figure.

Having assumed the dufies of Treasurer in December 2011, I would like to report that, with
Charlie Starr’s good belp and tramning, things are going well. As of thus date, all dues and
postage contributions have been deposited and credited to members’ accounts. Thanks fo
everyone who sent in their dues in a timely manner. If I've made any errors or omissions, just
let me know and I'll make the corrections. If you have not yet sent your 2012 dues renewal,
please be remunded to do so as soon as possible. It 15 also important to inform me of any
change of address, phone number, or e-mail address.

As you know our 2012 convention/reumion 15 in Las Vegas this vear, at the newly renovated

Tropicana Hotel;, we're all looking forward to a great time. It's never too early to make your
plans and reservations.

Have a great Spring Tom MM,

Our Newest Members - Welcome Aboard

James Buick lames Edwards Robert Gridley Kathleen Harvey
Ernie Horton Wiley Moore John Olson Richard Pettibone
Rod Resweber Bob Macaluso

We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following POSTAGE FUND Contributors

Dave Anderson Peter Bartell Bill Basnight Mike Bender Cion Bishop
John Blackis Steve Bliss Diick Bowdreau Bill Broshears Jim Bryant
Tom Buckley Rich Bulger Harold Burton Shirley Cage Harold Cameron
Pat Campbell Jim Carter Guy Casey Darmyl Christian Ray Combest
Jamies (Jet) Conger H.A. (Coop)Cooper Bruce Copp Waesley Coss George Cramp
Dewitt Davidson Joseph Dentz Tom Doherty Spike Duncan Ray Durden
Jim Farmow hark Farmow Myrte Ferris Diick Floreani Gene Freeman
Stephen Grimes Dick Hague Mrs. L V. Hart Kathleen Haneey Wirgil Hemphill
Dick Hillman Walt Honan Jerry Hunsinger Mitch Inman Jim Jamison
kKenneth Lakes Mike Lichtenfeld Peter Linzmaier Eric Mahmnerd kKen Masat
Max Meinen Lee Meyners Diame Myers Phil Mash Robert Pearse
CIiff Pleggenkuhle, Ir.  Frank Rhodes Rene' Robert Shaun Ryam Maurice Saroni
lane Schuring Kathleen Smagacz-Harvey Charlie 5tarr Dave Sullivan
John Sulton Art Swanson Bob Sykes Robert Therrien Allen Timms

Edward Warnock James Waters R.B. (Bob) Wilson Dave Wood




FROM YOUR BEAN COUNTER (aka: TREASURER'S REPORT) faw

— Treas.

willl be:
tailcone

Y ill ite this d ¢

future use!

Checking Acct. Savings Acct.
Bal, (Checking) From 11/10/2011 § 668312 [Bal Savings From 1 1/10/2011 T 18095133
Inflows (Checking) 11/10/2011 — 3/20¢2012 Inflows (Savings) 11/10:2011—3/20/2012
Dhues Deposited § 10,580.00 Interest Earned 484
Postage Coniributions Deposited 465.00 Total Inflows Lhiz Period 5 484
Total Inflows This Period § 1104500
Outflows (Savings) 11/10/2011 — 3/20/2012
Ouiflows (Checking) 11/10/2011 — 3/20/2012 Bank Supplies & Charges 3 240
[ Contrails Printing 230500 Tewelry for sale purchase 862.50
Contrails Postage 41614 Total Outflows This Period S 86490
[ Office Supphes 6137
Remembrance Donztions 150.00 [Balance (Savings) 3/20/2012 § 18,0927 |
Prospective Member Prinfing SOL.70 |
Jewelry for sale purchase 20.00 CARE Fund
Web site domain & maintenance fee T74.40 Balance (CARE) From 1171072011 3 T
Total Outflows This Period 5 431860 Tnflows (CARE) 111072011 — 372012012
Donations Recerved 3 30.00
Balance (Checking) 3/20/2012 $ 1340951 T —
Total Inflows This Period 5 30.02
IMPORTANT - IMPORTANT
NEW PASSWORD Outflows (CARE) 11/10/2011 — 3/20/2012
Effective with the date of this edition of Bak fee § 00.40
GOLDEN CONTRAILS, the password to Total Dutflows Thiz Period 3 00,30
access both THE MEMBERSHIF ROSTER and
editions of THE GOLDEN CONTRAILS, posted
on the web-site  www.thegoldneaglies.org Balance (CARE) 3/20/2012 3 7110

Don'’t forget to update your personal info whenever you change addresses, telephone no. or E-mail address

Send to: Tom Doherty, Treasurer; 7 McCormick W

; Salem NH 03079-2816

Email: jkatedi@acl.com
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Golden Eagles Golf 2012

Where: Angel Park Golf Club
100 So. Rampart Blvd.1
Las Vegas, NV
888-4GOLFLV or 702-254-4653
website: angelpark com

When: Day One - Tuesday Oct. 16th 2012

Start Time- 1330 @
Day Two - Wednesday Oct 17th 2012

Start Time- 0800

Cost: $125 per Player for 2 Days, Including Cart
RSVP Deadline: Oct 1, 2012

Make Check Pavable to:
Ben McKenzie
103 Branding Iron Cove
Georgetown, TX 78628-4885
Tel: 936-203-3104  Email: bmmcgolfi@aol com

Directions: From Tropicana Hotel to el Park Golf Club

North on Flamingo Rd. Take ramp onto I-15N. Take exit 42 A merge onto 95N
Take exat 81 A merge onto Summerhin Parkway, left onto Rampart Blvd. You wall
then find the course on your left.

MATL FORM WITH YOUR CHECK

NAME:

HANDICAP (IFAPPLICABLE):

Anybody can play *"handicap or no handicap™Never Played? It's ok. We just have fun!
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Heading West

The following individuals have taken their
final flight west. We wish them clear skies,
smooth air and favorable winds.

2011

GOLDEN EAGLES MEMBERS

Bob Furrer
K.D. Thompson
Rex Buchanan
Ron Lemon
Bill Childress
Bill Hill

Walt Loflin

J.J. Morin

Bud Battley
Don Straight
Harry Parker
Frank Prentiss

Dave Randolph

Ernie Islava
George Seifert

2012

Continental Airlines
Hershel McAllister

Hank Schnieder

Ralph Musser

Norm McGowan

NON MEMBERS

2011

John fAJacko
Hank Moen

Larry Mahaffey

Ron Peterman

Paul Terhune
Harry Morse
Kent Keller

Ted Snyder
Dennis McCright
Phil Brawner
Bob Shoemaker
Gene McQuillan
2012

Jimmy Tripson

Michael Jordan

E'E)OByi Bﬂngegurto

List is current as of 3/26/2012
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TheBoneyard
Tucson, AZ

We have all heard about it and many of us have fldwhpose with a particular aircraft that | had flown and
over it but getting into it used to be very difficudocument it with my Air Force logbook (form 5), she
Now, you can visit the Pima Air and Space Museimtiuded me on the team and | had several great after-
in Tucson and take a buwsootnsurwhtehrreoujgihstt hehé@Bphey
but it is highly supervised and you will not be allowBd lady and myself took a van and had unlimited ac-
off the bus. This is very frustrating to those of us wdess to all the aircraft. The only restriction was that
would like to record some of the over 4400 aircraft could not remove anything from the aircraft, no
with our digital devices. Fortunately, a few years agatter how small or unimportant. | got my picture

| became involved with a photographer who was taken with several of the-AD planes that the Tucson

der contract to the Air Force to photograph retired Ar Guard had flown and was looking forward to my
lots who had flown some of these aircraft operati@b-minutes of fame in the Air Force travelling exhibi-
ally. The idea was to create a travelling photogragluin. Unfortunately, the powers that be felt that since
exhibition of the pilots and their retired aircraft typewst of my time in the & was in Arizona airspace, |
parked in the i Bo n ey a rdid not rateMhttetime guyysiwdho hladbflownah VietiNam. t
could not only say that | had flown that type of aircr&h much for fame! (| did receive a nicely framed pic-
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ture of myself standing in front of an Arizona Air N . -
tional Guard A7D in mothballs - two old birds tha
will never fly again)

I did |l earn about the i

tions and it is rather fascinating. First of all, the c

cial name of the facility is the 309th Aerospace M"
tenance and Regeneration Cedt&MARC for
short. It consists of close to 4400 aircraft value@s
around 27 billion dollars and occupying 2,600 aé == (
of land next to Davis Monthan AFB. It employs e
proximately 600 workers and is the 3rd largest A
Force in the world! Many of the stored aircraft can %

returned to operational status in a short time due to5afrl1eEt is here. One of these huge aircraft by itself is

ongoing program of angorrosion and  re impressive but when you see so many together it is

preservation that keeps them in stable condition. mind boggling

s ——
!‘T:“E‘-u““

e

-e53 with engines removédt looks like the entire €

The nickname fABoneyardo refers to the reclamat.i
part of the facility that dismantles the aircraft for p - =
and materials and disposes of the spent airframes.
claimed that this unit is the only one in the Air Fo
that makes money with an average of $22 returnec:
every $1 spent.

As | mentioned, the bus tour of the facility can
booked at the Pima Air and Space Museum whic
located on the other side of Davis Monthan AR
close to the-IL0 freeway. This is becoming one of ta
premier air museums in the country with more t
300 aircraft and spacecraft on view including such
table planes as the SR, the North American-E07, .
the B-24 Liberator, the 5 and 2 beautifully re- B1-Bs

stored WWII bombers, a-B9 and a BL7. | would | didnodt r eldddicanadslt lttiseeven t h e

say that a visit to this facility would be extremely €556 confusing since the one parked behind the front
Joyable for any aviation buft. aircraft does not have them. There is a white circle
My favorite aircraft in the museum are the7® that visible where they should be so maybe they have just
is mounted on a pedestal and is painted in the colordefn removed. Does anyone have an answer to this
the Arizona ANG ( | have many, many hours in thapuzzle? What was interesting was the nose art on
particular airplane), the-E00, the F102 and the £ some of these speedst@rgery similar to what we
16Ad all of which | flew in the Arizona ANG. Itsaw on the WWII aircraft. Check your back issue for
hardly seems possible that it was 25 years ago that | April 2011 for an example.

flew my last flight in the FL6.

Now, on to some pictures from the ABoneyardo



14

A Lockheed T33 better known as Lockheedus Swinus Subsonicus. Used by the Air
Force for advanced pilot training. Curiously, this had Marine Corps markings.

Tucson Air Guard A7Ds
One of the best aircraft ever built for close air support as it had a lot of electronic

magic that made dropping bombs exactly where you wanted an easy task.7One A
could carry more 500 # bombs than a WWALB and do it at 600mph!
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F-4s

The workhorse of the Viet Nam conflict used for everything from Air Superiority to high alti-
tude bombing (referred to as Sky Pukes by the guys who did close air support in other fighters)

T-38 Talon supersonic trainers



