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Notes from the Editor 

The color prints on the front and inside front cover 

come from scans of a route map folder that was  

presented to passengers as a souvenir of their Gold-

en Jet Flight.  The picture on the front cover is of 

particular interest to me as it brings back the days of 

passengers getting dressed up for flyingðone of 

many things that has changed since my hire date in 

1966.   

Then of course, there is the 707ðthat grand old la-

dy  of the sky.  First came the basic model with its 

old water injected engines (can we go 3 wet and 1 

dry?) that produced huge quantities of black smoke 

on takeoff and then when the water ran out, the 

noise level in the plane dropped so much passengers 

wondered if the engines had quit.  Then came the 

720B with its powerful (for then) fan-jet engines.  It 

was so nice to take off from LAX with a full load of 

passengers going to ORD and climb directly to FL 

410.  And of course the mighty 320C that could 

convert to a freighter and fly forever (for then). The 

MAC operation was  one of the greatest examples 

of  cooperation between the company and  employ-

ees ever seen in the airline business.  You would be 

scheduled for an 8 day trip and it would turn into 2 

weeks by the time you got back to LAX  and you 

had the fun of Wake Island layovers included at no 

extra cost!  Camp Wake as it was affectionately 

known with its 25 cent martinis in the Pan Am Club 

at Happy Hour followed by the outdoor movies 

complete with popcorn.  Ah, the good old days! 

And how about Clark AFB and the Skyline AerHo-

tel and later on the Oasis Hotel with its own casino 

in the basement. (until someone smuggled in a 

bomb and blew it up!).  Then on to Okinawa and the 

Koza Palace Hotel and  hotsy baths and  the Paris 

Barber Shop.  What an experience flying MAC was 

and  never was the morale higher.  There was noth-

ing in the world that made you feel better than tak-

ing off from one of the bases in Viet Nam and hear-

ing 165 servicemen in the back let out with a huge 

cheer when you rotated  and left the war behind 

them. 

Ahéé..memories.  We all have so many of them 

and  they get better as we age.  Sort of like how 

wine improves with aging and yes, there are bad 

bottles of wine in among the good ones but not that 

many.   

 

Speaking of memories, we have two really great 

articles by Golden Eagles members in this issue and 

I think they are indicative of the type of memories 

we all have and could share with the group.  The 

first is a great recollection of a trip from the coast of 

Oregon to the coast of  New Hampshire by bicycle! 

Mike Bender and his wife Arohanui  made the 3700 

mile trip and he shares his memories of the quest 

with us. 

The other article is by Dick Floreani and  tells of 

one of those incidents  in a flying career that are 

seared into oneôs brain, never to be forgotten.  Any-

one who has flown for an extended period of time 

has accumulated  such memories and  Dick has told 

this story in a way that makes you feel you were 

right there with him.  

A big ñWell Doneò to both of these gentlemen  and  

a plea to those of you out there to follow their ex-

ample and submit your own stories. 

You will notice that we have included  the  minutes 

of the business meeting in Denver this last October. 

I have to apologize to all as I had them in time for 

the December issue and  forgot to include them.  

Mea Culpa  and thanks to Charlie for nudging me so 

politely. 

You will also notice that we have one more report 

than usual in this issue (and future issues) and that 

is from our new Webmaster, Bruce Sprague.  We 
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welcome  Bruce and encourage you to check out the 

changes he has made in the website, 

www.thegoldeneagles.org.  We would also like to 

extend our sincere thanks to Birdie Bertrand, our 

original webmaster, for the years of  hard work he 

performed  keeping our website up to snuff.  Hope-

fully  he is now enjoying a well deserved retire-

ment. 

One of the changes that Bruce has made in our web-

site is the ability to use the ñStoreò tab to pay for 

such things as annual dues, banquet reservations 

and golf  tournament entries by credit card.  Be sure 

to check this out as it will make it much easier to 

handle all these charges and you will not have to 

pay for a stamp!   

Last but not least, I would like 

to thank all those members 

who provided me with  a  

large  collection of historical 

items that I will incorporate in 

upcoming issues.  I know you 

will enjoy them 

Linda and I look forward to seeing you in October. 

Shaun  

A special greeting to our Golden Eagle members.  It 

is hard to believe that it is spring of 2015.  It seems 

like yesterday that we were coming out of the Octo-

ber 2014 Denver convention.  During the conven-

tion Birdie Bertrand our webmaster had asked that 

we find a replacement for him.  It was not long 

thereafter that Bill Chambers asked Bruce Sprague 

and to the benefit of the organization he accepted.  

Before I go any further I want to thank Birdie on 

behalf of the Golden Eagles for his many years of 

service.  He was a great asset to the organization.  

Almost immediately after accepting the Webmaster 

position Bruce was off and running.  If you haven't 

done so, you need to visit the web to appreciate 

what Bruce has done to modernize our site.   

While all of the web changes were going on we 

were able to talk Gary Small into taking on the task 

of creating a new data base for us.  Gary along with 

help from Bruce , Charlie and Tom should have the 

data base up and running by early May.  Since 

Bruce and Gary have done so much to take the 

Golden Eagles to a new level, we have asked and 

they have agreed to put their names on the ballot for 

our October officers elections, Bruce as Treasurer 

and Gary as Secretary. We need to thank them for 

stepping up to the plate.   

On January 21st we had a Executive Council Meet-

ing in IAH.  Prior to the meeting we made our 

presentation of $5,000 to Janet Tyse, the UAL WE 

CARE Fund Foundation representative.  Janet was 

able to get the company to put the picture in the 

UAL Flying Together web under The Lounge sec-

tion.  We would urge you to make a contribution to 

the We Care Fund.   

We have almost completed the arrangements for our 

October 8-11 2015 convention in Houston at the 

Double Tree Hotel.  Gail Grover and her group 

came up with the Denim and Diamonds theme.   

The dress code is Dressy Casual (your best Denim 

and Diamonds outfit).  Ernie Killingsworth has put 

together a great golf package at the Oakhurst Golf 

Club in Porter TX.  The convention and golf forms 

are in this issue as well as on the web.  The enter-

tainment for our banquet is Leslie Blasing from 

South Padre Island TX.  She is terrific!!   So make 

your reservation and pack your duds for a fun time.   

Your President, 

Don Gentry 
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The President-Elect 

Folks, here is the long-awaited changeover to the 

United employee number for pass riders, which will 

be known as  your 6-digit uID and password.  

Please read the information below to learn how to 

find your uID and to begin using it for future pass 

travel booking. 

The following communication between Golden Ea-

gles President Elect Bill Chambers and Employee 

Travel Policy and Procedures Representative, Hu-

man Resources Michelle Pritchett is being shared 

with our members in order to clarify some of the 

confusion around the changeover to the new United 

ID log on procedure.  

ñWe have integrated the system that maintains em-

ployee pass travel eligibility information and the 

system through which employees enroll their eligi-

ble pass riders and submit supporting documenta-

tion for pass travel privileges.  

The new user-friendly system, which will launch on 

March 23rd, will help employees and retirees enroll 

pass riders and manage their information more easi-

ly while reducing processing time and improving 

our ability to assist them. 

Effective March 23rd, retirees will use their 6-digit 

user employee uID, to access the system to enroll a 

pass rider for pass travel. When you access the fol-

lowing links, you will be prompted to use your 6-

digit uID and password: 

Ŀ      Flying Together > Employee Services > My 

Info > Travel > Pass Riders 

Ŀ      Flying Together > Travel > Update Pass Riders 

Information on how to use the enhanced system to 

enroll eligible pass riders will be available on 

March 23 on the Travel tab and employeeRES. 

Please direct any additional questions to the Em-

ployee Travel Center at ETC@united.com or 877-

UAL-ESC9 (877-825-3729). 

To find your uID: 

1.   Go to the Flying Together homepage. 

2.   Move your mouse over your name at the top of 

the screen:  Welcome ñYour Nameò. 

3. View your uID on the pop-up  

4. If you have not previously used your uID and 

donôt know your password: 

1.   Input your uID in the Employee ID field. 

2.   Type your birthday using YYYYMMDD format 

in the Password field to be prompted to change your 

password. 

3.   Change your password for the next time you log 

in. 

If you have used your uID and forgot your pass-

word: 

  Self-service option: Click on the "Forgot pass-

word?" link on the login page.  

Ŀ      If you still require assistance, contact the Unit-

ed Service Desk at 1-847-700-5800 (option #1 for 

password resets) 

You do not have to re-enroll existing pass riders 

with the uID. Your existing pass riders will still be 

on your  profile in Employee Res. 

Note: employeeRES is a non-HR application there-

fore your sub-CAL ID will still work.   Even if you 

were to log in to Flying Together with the uID and  

clicked on employeeRES,  right now behind the 

scenes the system will flip your uID to your sub-

CAL ID for travel purposes only.  I will say it will 

be good practice to start using uID number even to 

access employeeRES so when the time comes when 

our sub-CAL IDs are decommissioned (date to be 

determined), you will be already be familiar with 

your uID.ò 

See you in Houston, 

Bill Chambers 
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Dear Ladies, 

 

Just a short note to let you all know that our upcom-

ing gathering in October is one NOT TO MISS. 

DENIM and DIAMONDS!! need I say more...... 

President-elect of the Auxiliary, Jamie Doherty, was 

on hand for the initial meeting with the hotel staff 

along with the Golden Eagles present board, so I 

think she is a bit more comfy with planning and car-

rying forward. We've planned a lovely luncheon 

along with 'SURPRISE!!!!! table favors. 

Golden Eagles President Don Gentry, Secretary 

Charlie Starr, and Treasurer Tom Doherty have put 

together a 3 day format of activities to be enjoyed 

by all...especially the Famous Golden Eagles Hospi-

tality suite and the raffle that grows bigger every 

year. 

I am so very grateful to all of you for your contin-

ued support of the Ladies Auxiliary........We are the 

biggest supplier of blood,sweat , tears and joy to our 

Golden Eagles. 

Fondly, 

 

 

Gary Small§New Data Base 

My path to becoming a ñvolunteerò was about as 

indirect, with as many turns as the ñOPECò arrival 

into Newark. As with most of us, I was content to 

attend the annual convention whenever I could, 

hang out for a while in the hospitality suite, and 

chat up some old friends. I also appreciated the val-

ue of having a collective voice to interface with the 

company on issues such as retiree pass travel and 

other benefits. So, knowing that the continuation of 

an organization depends on the efforts of a few vol-

unteers, I promised President-Elect Bill Chambers 

that I would do ñsomething more than nothingò, if I 

could help in some way. Of course we all know 

what happens when you let the ñcamelôs nose under 

the tentòé and I found myself having to 

ñregretfully declineò the ñhonorò of a few ñgood 

dealsò, until I proposed a project that would hope-

fully lighten the load of maintaining the member-

ship contact and dues information. As a CPA, I con-

fess to a latent ñnerdlyò interest in computer tech-

nology, and decided to build a database that would 

replace our aging record keeping system that is 

based on the now obsolete Microsoft Works. Alt-

hough I had dabbled with database software in the 

past, this became a major learning curve, complete 

with itôs own terminology, which was about as for-

eign to me as initially learning the meaning of a Bus 

Tie Breaker (Navy pilots donôt need no stinking Bus 

Tie Breakers)! 

At this point, Iôve gotten the wings and engines 

mounted and the thing seems to fly, but Iôm sure 

that one of these sneaky Training Department guys 

will find something wrong and Iôll keep working to 

òdo betterò, as we gain time with it. In the mean-

time, if any of you has expertise in database design 

or SQL (Structured Query Language), give me an 

email and Iôll cut you in for a share of my ñsalaryò  

working for the Golden Eagles. Iôll even throw in a 

couple bars of hotel soap. 
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