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Convention 2018 Edition

Thanks to Chuck Gibbs for alerting me to the existence of these murals in some areas of the "new"
Stapleton. I observed these during a Memorial Day weekend visit. ---Gary

This edition contains the color photo section traditionally included after the annual convention.
Thanks to Shaun Ryan, BJ Bellerue and Lori Killough for sharing a great assortment of photos,
which were generally better than I took as “official photographer”. Reserving 11 pages for these
photos results in less space for “articles”, so I will expand the December edition, if necessary, to
catch up on publishing some of the material sitting on the “shelf”.
The Crew Room section, which, judging from comments received, has been super popular
BUT...we had a VERY limited number of Updates from Members this period. Those who have NOT
sent one in are going to have to “Pilot up” and participate... or this “feature” will be (sadly)
discontinued.
I will continue to feature an item from the “Len Morgan series” (courtesy of Kathy Morgan Haynes
and the Braniff List) in each edition, as I believe them to be inherently germane to our heritage as
airline pilots, especially in the era preceding the “magenta line”. I remain grateful for the continued
permission to share recent RUPANEWS items of industry or company news, as well as some
excellent original content.

New Golden Eagles Domain Email Addresses:
(will remain with position as volunteers change)

President (Tom Doherty): president@thegoldeneagles.org

Ladies Auxiliary (Jamie Doherty):LadiesAuxiliary@thegoldeneagles.org
President Elect (Gary Small) President_Elect@thegoldeneagles.org
Executive Vice President (Dave Newell): EVP_EmailCoordinator@thegoldeneagles.org
Secretary (Dave Rossetter): Secretary@thegoldeneagles.org
Treasurer (Bruce Sprague): Treasurer_Webmaster@thegoldeneagles.org
Travel Chairman (Jim Morehead): Travel@thegoldeneagles.org
We will “hand” these addresses over to our replacements when our terms are up to allow for
better continuity of contact going forward. Please make an effort to use these addresses for
Golden Eagles correspondence.
The Golden Contrails
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603-51 2-91 85
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“Laugh and the world laughs with you, cry and you're probably watching the wrong channel.”
― Groucho Marx

H

aving moved my comments regarding the Golden Contrails to "Editor's Notes" on Page 3, I
could use this Report to address issues related to the position of President-Elect. The good
news, however, is that the President-Elect has no duties (which is why I was willing to accept it).
In what is actually NOT a Golden Eagles matter, I agreed to be a moderator on the RETUP
(RETired United Pilots) forum, which was announced in a series of Email blasts in June. There has
been a very positive response to the "invitation" to join, with a significant percentage of Golden
Eagles Members subscribing. To reiterate the "rules" of the forum in clear terms, this is NOT a
place to engage in rants or other "axe grinding" topics such as politics or past "injustices", but
rather for CONSTRUCTIVE questions or dialogue, often of travel, industry news, nostalgia or other
items of interest. In point of fact, this SHOULD become the new venue for those travel questions
that Dave has been graciously fielding for years! Any MEMBER wishing to join RETUP need only
send an email to:

retup-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

This is a REQUEST, which will be approved by myself, or one of the other moderators when we
"get to it". It is NOT automated, so it may take a few hours before one of us "gets off the couch",
and logs in to review and approve membership requests or posts. Since this is a "closed" forum
limited to pilot retirees of the merged United Airlines, we need to verify eligibility of anyone wishing
to subscribe. To that end...I NEED YOU TO INCLUDE YOUR NAME in the email. Otherwise, I have
to do a "reverse lookup" in the Golden Eagles membership database, which is extra work...
It takes very little "data mining" of our membership records to realize that the
vast majority of you live in southern tier locations, which by this time of year
experience an extra measure of "warmth" and potentially dangerous weather.
Even here in the Land of Enchantment, where they declare an emergency any
time a cloud appears on the horizon, one can long for the cooler days of
autumn. So hang in there! It almost always gets better... if you wait long
enough.
Gary

Send in a Crew Room Update before it's too late!

The Golden Contrails
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We had VERY FEW visits to The Crew Room this time. We need more participation
or the Crew Room will have to close for "lack of attendance". Please submit an
update about yourself, travels, activeties etc via the Contrails
tab.....www.thegoldeneagles.org - CONTRAILS
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It sure was good to meet so many of you in LAS for the convention. I enjoyed seeing faces I
hadn’t seen in many, many years.
The minutes of the business meeting at the convention are on the website
https://www.thegoldeneagles.org/officer-documents.html. Do let me know if you have any
questions (or corrections).
I am still managing the database that tracks membership information. You
can use the web site to update any changes in your personal information or
enter membership dues. Make sure you spread the word of the advantages
of Golden Eagles membership. I love adding new members!
David Rossetter
Secretary, The Golden Eagles

Many of you have asked me about my B-737 instructor job with Crew Pilot Training (CPT), where I
have worked since 201 6. This is a training school for the B-737 (Type Rating, ATP CTP, etc), with
simulators in Las Vegas, Orlando, Miami and soon in Dallas. Students are mostly military pilots
but there are also many civilian pilots coming thru the classes (had one from Russia last month).
This school has been run for decades (with hundreds of students) by one of our very own Golden
Eagles members, retired Continental pilot Ray Brendle, who lives in Kingwood, TX. Some of my
fellow instructors are also retired Continental pilots…John Benson, Jim Davis, Pete Hernandez,
Mitch Inman, and Jim Tucker. You can find CPT on Facebook at: “@crewpilottraining” and the
CPT website at:www.crewpilottraining.com. A typical B-737 Type Rating class takes about 11 -1 2
days (ground school, simulator rides, and check ride), and the ATP-CTP class is 4 days ground
school and 2 days of sim rides.

Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear
bright until you hear them speak.
A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.
He who laughs last, thinks slowest.
A day without sunshine is like, well, night.
Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don't.

The Golden Contrails
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Lifeline of the Micronesia region celebrates 50 years
Reprinted Courtesy of the RUPANEWS

Using the regular morning departure of Flight
1 55 as the centerpiece, GUM kicked off a
celebration of 50 years of operation in
Micronesia on May 1 6, joyously throwing a
gateside party for employees, customers and
visitors that included a dual water cannon salute
and a smooth, on-time departure.
It is fitting that GUM chose Flight 1 55, the
regular eastbound Island Hopper, as it was an
earlier version of that route that, on May 1 6,
1 968, marked the beginning of Air Micronesia,
which grew to become a vital part of Continental
and, later, United.
“We all recognize that this entire region has
greatly benefited from the services we began 50
years ago,” said Regional Director Art Day, who
has been with the operation for most of those 50
years. “I was around for the 1 0th anniversary
and looking around today, I’m honored to be
associated with this service. We really are the
lifeline for many parts of the region and have a
relationship with our customers, here and on the
outer islands, that’s really something special.”
EVP and Chief Operations Officer Greg Hart,
who started his career with us in 1 997 in Guam,
was on hand, along with Airport Operations
International Stations VP Matt Miller, Inflight
Services VP John Slater, Maintenance
Operations VP Don Wright, and many others
who came for the occasion. Greg said this was
“a visit that I’ve been looking forward to. It’s no
secret that this island holds a special place in my
heart.”
GUM-based Captain Jay Katz, who has flown
the Island Hopper for more than 20 years on
both the Boeing 727 and Boeing 737, came out
to the gate to greet and thank the customers as
they boarded. He was joined in this fun task by
dozens of other staff members, from GUM and
elsewhere.
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“It’s important to let the customers from the
islands know that we appreciate their business,”
Jay said. “One of the best parts of flying the
Island Hopper is the personal interaction with the
customers. We have so many regular
passengers that call us by name, and we in turn
feel like they’re part of our family.”
After the gate celebrations and ribbon-cutting,
Flight 1 55 was pushed off the gate and treated
to a water cannon salute and a long line of
employees waving and holding up banners.
Following that, our visiting and resident leaders
spent most of the day meeting and thanking
employees in every work group. Greg and the
other officers joined local leadership to host four
employees, each with more than 45 years of
service in the region, to lunch.
An all-station town hall meeting is set for
Thursday, as is the customer appreciation event
in the evening. The events will conclude with a
mass employee “wave” on the main airport road
Friday evening, and up to 1 ,000 employees and
their family members are expected at a beach
picnic Saturday. Watch for additional coverage
and photos on Flying Together in the next few
days.
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Itching
to
Fly
By Len Morgan
July, 1991

HARDLY A DAY PASSES but FLYING GETS mail from would-be
professional pilots seeking advice. For example: "I am a 160-hour private
pilot. I am in love with flying. My highest aspiration is to fly a corporate jet." The writer is thinking of
resigning his U.S. Air Force commission to pursue a civil cockpit career.
His credentials are impressive. He has a bachelor of engineering degree from the USAF Academy and is
working on a master's in aeronautical science. He's willing to give up a promising military career if there's a
reasonable chance at a corporate berth. There's a snag: He cannot hold a Class 1 medical due to a color
deficiency. What are his prospects with an unrestricted Class II?
Here's another: "I am a 23-year-old college graduate with no flight experience. I plan to begin pilot training
in late 1991." He's concerned about the slump. Airline and corporate operators are parking airplanes and
laying off pilots. Should he delay training until the picture improves? "Any information or advice you can
offer will be very much appreciated," he writes.
Some of these inquiries are addressed to the attention of particular editors. A few come my way, probably
because of what I have said about a pilot's life in this column. These readers believe I can offer worthwhile
suggestions. In fact, I have little specific advice to give. The life I write about, particularly the early years.
is ancient history. It's no longer like that. Which is not to say professional piloting is a more-or lessattractive career today, but that it is quite different from what I remember. Would-be pilots need to learn
what it's like now.
The Air Force fellow is wise to ask questions before abandoning the security and benefits of service life.
Had his letter come to me, I would have suggested he contact Future Aviation Professionals ofAmerica
(FAPA) in Atlanta. They know the best schools, the minimum requirements of airlines and corporate
operators and who's hiring. Their appraisal of his prospects with a medical limitation would be worth
hearing.
I could help the college grad. He'd have to find out about training and the current hiring picture elsewhere,
but some general comments might be useful. If we could talk, I would ask: "Why do you want to fly? Is it a
whim or a deep-seated urge?" Professional flying is not simply another job, it's a way of life. There is no
sadder individual than the pro who realizes too late he'd have been happier in another line of work.
If it's the pay and benefits that attract you. be aware that the average pay of all the people who earn their
livings in cockpits is relatively modest Don't get carried away by the wages earned by the tiny percentage
commanding international jumbos. If you start early enough and if your company prospers and if a lot of
other things, you might make it to their ranks.
Or you might do exemplary work for 20 years, only to be demoted with your paycheck cut by half. That's
what happened to some of my airline friends. Hundreds of others lost their jobs in mid-life and had to start
from the bottom with other lines. Don't imagine the deregulation turmoil has ended. Last year the airline
industry lost an astounding $2 billion. Two major air lines verge on collapse; the shakeout is far from over.
Large companies have curtailed corporate flying.
You understand all that and still want a flying career? You remind me of a kid who hung over the airport
fence long ago: me. The first pilot I met was the one who taught me to fly. You have the edge in this
The Golden Contrails
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respect, for you can meet lots of pilots. There is no better way to learn what this game is all about. I strongly
urge you to talk with every professional you can find.
Look for experience. Newcomers to flying are prone to glamorize, and old-timers are sure to romanticize.
Neither paints a true picture. Flying is an intensely exciting game at first and in most cases a great life to
remember, but along the way there is much study and hard work, frequent frustration and occasional risk. A
naive approach can lead to disenchantment Learn the costs as well as the rewards. Experienced, still-active
pilots have the answers. Airline, corporate and military pilots are good sources of information, but don't stop
there. The vast aviation industry includes far more flying than what those pilots do.
You are to be envied the chance to learn before you leap. All I knew about flying was what I read in pulp
magazines and saw in Hollywood epics. It was clear that unless you made the first string, breezed through
math and looked like Robert Taylor, you wouldn't last a week at Randolph Field or Pensacola, the glittering
citadels ofAir Corps and Navy training. I was none of tile above and wore glasses to boot. The image was
pure bunk, but there were no pilots around to tell it like it was.
There weren't nearly enough Robert Taylors to go around when World War II began, so they had to take the
rest of us. The aura of exclusiveness surrounding service pilots evaporated as high-schoolers by tile
thousands qualified in B-17s and P-47s and flew in conditions unimaginable before Pearl Harbor. It carne as
a surprise that tile average air-minded youngster could often master complex equipment. Athletic prowess
counted for little; as much good pilot material was recruited from chess teams as from football squads. Even
then it should have been obvious that flying required more thought than muscle.
We bleacher fans possessed the one ingredient that counted most: the burning itch to fly. Suddenly and
unbelievably, we were invited inside the airport fence to learn the art of flying. Many dropped out of training
through Jack of aptitude or interest and served in other duties for the duration. Most who earned wings and
survived became involved in non-flying vocations after the war-for two reasons.
First, the few civil jobs available in the first postwar years were low-paid and promised an unsure future.
The airlines took advantage of the enormous supply of well-trained pilots. Mine paid new hires $250 a
month, $25 less than the starting wage of garbage truck drivers. Airline flying was nice work if you had
savings to fall back on, if you believed air travel would expand as the experts predicted and if you still had
the flying itch.
The majority of veterans dropped out, having lost the itch. They had tried flying, done well at it and enjoyed
the adventure, but it didn't appeal as a career. They wanted to try other work. Professional piloting was not
for everyone then, and it isn't now. It requires not only an intense interest amounting to commitment but a
certain temperament without which it becomes a bore.
In many ,respects flying was quite different from what I expected. There were drawbacks unmentioned in
what I had read and seen on the screen. There were rude surprises and bitter disappointments along with the
good times. I watched piloting evolve from a craft to a science. The craft of flying as we knew it during the
piston era will soon be a memory. Tomorrow's pilot will sit in a "glass cockpit" and program complex
computers that actually control his aircraft. Individual skill and judgment will play lesser roles. You should
know about this remarkable evolution and the changes yet to come.
First things first. Know what you're getting into-that's what I'd tell the college grad. If, after talking with
pilots who have the big picture, he remained enthusiastic, I'd wish him well.
A young man wrote two years ago, saying he'd quit a good engineering job to become a pilot. He said his
interest stemmed in part from what he'd read in this column. That made me somewhat uncomfortable. I
hoped he would find what he wanted.
This just came from him: "I am happy to tell you it worked out. I am flying right seat in a Continental
Express ATR-42 and am based in Newark. Your experiences as an airline pilot certainly inspired me. Add
one more pilot to your list." I feel better now.
The Golden Contrails
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Honor Flight

Lee Meyners addressed the matter of Honor Flight at this year’s Convention. He included this in a
follow up message:
“I was told by the folks running the Honor Flights that many veterans are hesitant in going as they feel they don't deserve
it. I was one. I was asked if I lost any good friends that were serving with me and of course I answered yes, quite a few
in fact. The "Honor Flight" representative I was talking to came back at me with, "Go For Them"... How can you refuse
that?Lee

From www.honorflight.org :

Our Mission: To transport America’s Veterans to Washington, DC to visit those memorials
dedicated to honor the service and sacrifices of themselves and their friends.

Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization created solely to honor America’s veterans for all
their sacrifices. We transport our heroes to Washington, D.C. to visit and reflect at their memorials.
Top priority is given to the senior veterans – World War II survivors, along with those other
veterans who may be terminally ill.
Of all of the wars in recent memory, it was World War II that truly threatened our very existence as
a nation—and as a culturally diverse, free society. According to the Department of Veterans Affairs,
an estimated 640 WWII veterans die each day. Our time to express our thanks to these brave men
and women is running out.

Did You Know?
- About two or three people die every year by falling into the Grand Canyon.
- You read 25% slower on a computer screen than you do on paper.
- Every time you hit the spacebar, an average of about 600,000 other people around the
world do too
- Budapest, Hungary used to be two separate cities . . . Buda and Pest. They were
unified in 1 873.
- Cheerleading was an all-male sport when it started in the mid-1 800s . . . and stayed
that way until World War One, when men went off to battle and women filled in.
- Charles Richter, the guy who invented the Richter scale to measure earthquakes, was
a nudist.
- The average age of people in NASA's mission control room during the Apollo 11 moon
landing was 28.
- The flag that the Apollo 11 astronauts planted on the moon came from Sears. A NASA
employee bought it off the shelf for $5.50 right before the mission.
- The most gender-neutral name in America is Marion. It's been given to roughly 4,000
girls and boys over the past three decades.
- Chimpanzees have cleaner beds than humans. They build new nests every day . . .
so to keep up, we'd need to change our sheets every day.
- Albert Einstein once said that the Theory of Relativity was his best idea . . . but his
second-best was adding in eggs while he cooked soup to make soft-boiled eggs without
having to wash an extra pot.
- The record for the most points by a pair of brothers in the NHL is 2,861 . . . Wayne
Gretzky scored 2,857, and his brother Brent Gretzky scored four.
- The electricity it takes to charge your phone every night for a year costs about 50
cents.
The Golden Contrails

12

August 2018

Ed. This is an excerpt ofan article posted (and reprinted with permission) on the
RETUP forum

The Berlin Express The fighter pilot who flew 'through' the Eiffel
Tower in 1944 has died.

In the spring of 1944 Bill and his P-51C, the 'Berlin
Express' were near Paris when the scene that is
immortalized in the artwork by Len Krenzler of
Action Art that leads this article took place.Bill had
followed a German BF109 from the bombers he was
escorting when most of the German fighters left. The
two planes had been in a running dogfight.The
German pilot flew over Paris, hoping that the heavy
German anti-aircraft artillery would solve his
problem and eliminate Overstreet and the 'Berlin
Express', though Bill managed to get some hits in at
about 1500 feet. The German's engine was hit, and
Bill stayed on his tail braving the intense enemy flak.
His desperation undoubtedly Undeterred, Bill
followed right behind him, scoring several more hits
in the process The German plane crashed and Bill
escaped the heavy flak around Paris by flying low
and full throttle over the river until he had cleared the
city's heavy anti-aircraft batteries.

The Golden Contrails

WWII fighter pilot who flew THROUGH the Eiffel
Tower to take down a German plane dies in Virginia,
aged 92. William Overstreet Jr., a former captain in
the U.S. Air Corps, passed away on Sunday at a
hospital in Roanoke, Virginia. He famously flew his
plane beneath the Eiffel Tower in Nazi-occupied Paris
in 1944, lifting the spirits of French troops on the
ground. In 2009, he was presented France's Legion of
Honor.
Hero: World War II Aviator Bill Overstreet Jr., best
known for flying beneath the Eiffel Tower in pursuit
of a German plane, is pictured in his military days.
Before the ceremony, Overstreet had previously said
that, if he lived long enough to receive the Legion of
Honor, he would be accepting it in memory of his
fallen brothers. In particular, he wanted to pay tribute
to a friend, Eddy Simpson, who died fighting the
Nazis on the ground so his comrades, including
Overstreet, could escape. After the award was pinned
to his lapel, Overstreet said: “If I said, thank you, it
wouldn't be enough," before adding: "What more than
"thank you" can I give you?"
He was born in Clifton Forge, Virginia in 1921 and
after Pearl Harbor, he enlisted in the Air Corps as a
fighter pilot. By February 1942, he was a private and
sent to California for flight training; there, his
instructors prepared him for the unexpected midflight by cutting the engine as he landed.
He was always humble. Whenever the press
interviewed him, he said, "I didn't do anything.
We were a team".
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Tower:

Not so recent exchanges between pilots and control towers

"Delta 351, you have traffic at 10 o'clock, 6 miles!"
Delta 351:
"Give us another hint! We have digital watches!"
A Cessna inbound at the reporting point over Manly Beach:
Tower (Female voice):
"Cessna WYXD, congestion at airport approach. I’m going to have to hold you over the Manly
area."
Cessna WYXD:
"I love it when you talk dirty to me. "
Tower:

"TWA 2341, for noise abatement turn right 45 Degrees
TWA 2341:
"Center, we are at 35,000 feet .. How much noise can we make up here?"
Tower:
"Sir, have you ever heard the noise a 747 makes when it hits a 727?"
From an unknown aircraft waiting in a very long takeoff queue:
"I'm f...i ng bored!"
Ground Traffic Control:
"Last aircraft transmitting, identify yourself immediately!"
Unknown aircraft:
"I said I was f...i ng bored, not f...ing stupid! "
O'Hare Approach Control to a 747:
"United 329 heavy, your traffic is a Fokker, one o'clock, three miles, Eastbound."
United 329:
" Approach, I've always wanted to say this ...I'v e got the little Fokker in sight."
A student became lost during a solo cross- country flight. While attempt ing to locate the aircraft on radar,
ATC asked,
"What was your last known position?"
Student :
"When I was number one for take off."
A DC- 10 had come in a little hot and thus had an exceedingly long roll out after touching down. San Jose
Tower Noted: "American 751, make a hard right turn at the end of the run way , if you are able .. If you are
not able , take the Guadalupe exit off Highway 101, make a right at the lights and return to the airport. "
A Pan Am 727 flight, waiting for start clearance in Munich , overheard the following:
Lufthansa (in German):
"Ground, what is our start clearance time?"
Ground (in English):
"If you want an answer you must speak in English"
Lufthansa (in English):
"I am a German, flying a German airplane, in Germany . Why must I speak English?"
Unknown voice from another plane (in a beautiful British accent):
"Because you lost the bloody war !"
The Golden Contrails
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Tower:
"Eastern 702, cleared for take off, contact Departure on frequency 124.7"
Eastern 702:
"Tower, Eastern 702 switching to Departure. By the way ,after we lifted off we saw some kind of
dead animal on the far end of the runway."
Tower:
"Continental 635, cleared for take off behind Eastern 702, contact Departure on frequency 124.7.
Did you copy that report from Eastern 702?"
Continental 635:
"Continental 635, cleared for take off, roger; and yes, we copied Eastern . We've already notified our
caterers ."
One day the pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told by the tower to hold short of the active runway while a DC-8
landed. The DC-8 landed, rolled out, turned around, and taxied back past the Cherokee. Some quick- witted
comedian in the DC- 8 crew got on the radio and said,
"What a cute little plane. Did you make it all by yourself?"
The Cherokee pilot, not about to let the insult go by, came back with a real zinger:
"I made it out of DC- 8 parts. Another landing like yours and I'll have enough parts for another one."
The German air controllers at Frankfurt Airport are renowned as a short-tempered lot. They not only expect
one to know one's gate parking location, but how to get there without any assistance from them. So it was
with some amusement that we (a Pan Am 747) listened to the following exchange between Frankfurt ground
control and a British Airway s 747, call sign Speedbird 206.
Speedbird 206:
" Frankfurt , Speedbird 206! Clear of active run way."
Ground :
"Speed bird 206. Taxi to gate Alpha One - Seven." The BA 747 pulled onto the main taxiway and
slowed to a stop.
Ground :
"Speed bird , do you not know where you are going?"
Speedbird 206:
"Stand by, Ground , I'm looking up our gate location now."
Ground (with quite arrogant impatience):
" Speedbird 206, have you not been to Frankfurt before?"
Speedbird 206 (coolly) :
"Yes, twice in 1944, but it was dark -- and I didn't land."
While taxiing at London's Airport, the crew of a US Air flight departing for Ft. Lauderdale made a wrong
turn and came nose to nose with a United 727. An irate female ground controller lashed out at the US Air
crew, screaming:
"US Air 277 1, where the hell are you going? I told you to turn right onto Charlie taxi way! You
turned right on Delta! Stop right there. I know it's difficult for you to tell the difference between C and D,
but get it right!" Continuing her rage to the embarrassed crew, she was now shouting hysterically:" God !
Now you've screwed everything up! It'll take forever to sort this out! You stay right there and don 't move
till I tell you to! You can expect progressive taxi instructions in about half an hour, and I want you to go
exactly where I tell you , when I tell you , and how I tell you! You got that, US Air 2771?"
"Yes, ma'am, " the humbled crew responded. Naturally, the ground control communications
frequency fell terribly silent after the verbal bashing of US Air 2771.. Nobody wanted to chance engaging
the irate ground controller in her current state of mind. Tension in every cockpit out around Gatwick was
definitely running high. Just then an unknown pilot broke the silence and keyed his microphone, asking:
"Wasn't I married to you once?"

The Golden Contrails
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United Airlines expands East Coast schedule
Reprinted Courtesy of the RUPANEWS

United announced it is expanding its schedule at its East Coast hubs in New York/Newark and
Washington-Dulles. The network adjustments build on United’s leading route network at New
York/Newark where the airline serves more destinations than any other carrier from the New York
City metro area. Additionally, the changes to its Washington-Dulles schedule will offer more
customers easy access to the nation’s capital and seamless connections to flights throughout the
United States, Canada, Europe, Asia and the Caribbean.
Beginning in October, United will maximize the unique strengths of each hub by adding new
destinations, additional frequencies and larger two-cabin aircraft. The schedule adjustments are
designed to offer more nonstop flights to destinations popular with New York area customers
while reallocating largely connecting passenger flights on short-haul routes to United’s hub at
Washington-Dulles. United will transition service between New York/Newark and Chattanooga,
Tennessee; Ithaca, New York, and Scranton, Pennsylvania to Washington-Dulles.
“We approached these schedule adjustments with our customers in mind, knowing that we
wanted to create a schedule that offers customers beginning their travel in the New York City
area convenient flights to many of the business and leisure destinations they frequent the most,”
said Ankit Gupta, United’s Vice President of Domestic Network. “Since more of our customers
begin their travel from New York/Newark than any other United hub city, we’ve created a more
customer friendly schedule that removed connection times and provided convenient nonstop
service to multiple U.S. destinations.”
Offering customers more flights to more destinations than any other airline in the New York City
region, United is increasing nonstop service between New York/Newark and 1 5 destinations,
beginning October 4, 201 8.
Destination Airport Increase to Aircraft:
Burlington, VT BTV 6 flights daily Embraer E1 75
Charleston, SC CHS 5 flights daily Embraer 1 45
Ft. Lauderdale, FL FLL 6 flights daily Boeing 737-800
Fort Myers, FL RSW 3 flights daily Boeing 737-800
Greensboro, NC GSO 5 flights daily Embraer 1 45
Memphis, TN MEM 4 flights daily Embraer 1 45
Nashville, TN BNA 7 flights daily Embraer 1 45
New Orleans, LA MSY 4 flights daily Boeing 737-900
Norfolk, VA ORF 6 flights daily Embraer 1 45
Orlando, FL MCO 9 flights daily Boeing 737-900
Phoenix, AZ PHX 3 flights daily Boeing 737-900
Pittsburgh, PA PIT 9 flights daily Embraer E1 75
San Antonio, TX SAT 2 flights daily Embraer E1 75
Sarasota, FL SRQ 2 flights daily Airbus 31 9
West Palm Beach, FL PBI 5 flights daily Boeing 737-800
New service to Palm Springs and year round service to Key West
The Golden Contrails
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United Airlines takes delivery of the fuel efficient 737 MAX 9
Reprinted Courtesy of the RUPANEWS

We took delivery on April 23 of our first Boeing 737 MAX 9
aircraft from the Boeing Delivery Center in Seattle and
unveiled a new livery for the fuel-efficient aircraft. The
curved-line feature on the 737 MAX is similar to that used on
our fuel-efficient widebody Boeing 787 Dreamliners.
The new 737 MAX 9, delivered one day after Earth Day,
reduces fuel use and carbon dioxide emissions significantly
compared with older-generation aircraft. It also features chevron engine exhaust nacelles like the
787 has, which reduce engine noise.
United expects to take delivery of two more 737 MAX 9 aircraft this month and to have 1 0 by the
end of 201 8. As previously announced, the aircraft will enter United’s schedule June 7 with
service between IAH and five cities – ANC (Anchorage, Alaska); AUS (Austin, Texas); FLL (Fort
Lauderdale, Florida); MCO (Orlando, Florida); and SAN (San Diego.) The aircraft will operate on
additional routes from IAH and LAX starting June 29, including some LAX-Hawaii routes. We
have 1 61 737 MAXs on order, and in 2020 we plan to bring the 737 MAX 1 0 variant into the
United fleet.
The plane’s first United flight was scheduled as a ferry to HOU (Houston-Hobby), where Tech
Ops will do post-delivery modifications. Following that, the aircraft will undergo various prerevenue service checks, training sessions and proving runs.
We are the North American launch customer for this variant, and we chose the MAX 9 for its
superior fuel efficiency, which can increase range and payload while maintaining significant
commonality with the Boeing 737NG (Next Generation).

United Airlines employs the most female pilots
Reprinted Courtesy of the RUPANEWS

A recent Forbes report found that among 34 major airlines, United has the most female pilots
worldwide. The article highlights that 7.4 percent of our pilots are women, and we’re proud to
continue our strong commitment to making diversity and inclusion an integral part of our
culture.
(In the picture left to right: DCA B-767/757 F/O Tomica
Adams, ORD B-767/757 Captain Joan Kacmar and EWR
B-777 F/O Kara Hatzai)
“I’m thrilled to work for a company that’s leading the way
as the top airline with the most female pilots worldwide,”
said Captain Bebe O’Neil, who was named System Chief
Pilot last year. “This demonstrates United’s commitment
to inclusion and we can be proud that we are an
inspiration to all young women aspiring to get into the aviation industry.”
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RUPA Pass Travel Report October 201 8
Captain Pat Palazzolo

Reprinted Courtesy of the RUPANEWS

Employee Travel Center (ETC)
+1 (877) 825-3729
etc@united.com
Hello fellow aviators,
Based on your feedback, I think I almost got nominated for the Pulitzer for my column in April
about the My UA Discount (Sometimes referred to as the 20% discount, even though it’s much
greater than that most of the time).
But there’s more that I didn’t have space to add in that column, so I’ll tell you about it today. In
addition I’ll cover the best ways I’ve found to get the best deals on hotels — almost always the
most expensive part of our trip!!

My UA Discount, Part Deux

To summarize the last column, I pointed out that the 20% discount is often far more than that. In
the screenshots from the April issue, the flights from SFO to Seattle were 72% off the rate for
mere mortal people.
But another really nice feature of the My UA Discount section on Flying Together is the ability to
check the box that says, “My Dates are Flexible.” In college my dates were never flexible. But I
digress. So I thought I’d check the box anyway. Lo and behold a map of the entire 30 days around
the date you requested pops up and shows you the cheapest fare for each of those 30 days.
This is great if your departure date really is flexible. The differences can be quite significant as
you can see from the example below for SFO-London. And if you click on the box, the fares will
expand to show you the Business Class fare for employees, as well. That’s right! We’re not just
chopped liver anymore. We can even buy a revenue ticket in Business Class for peanuts. …OK,
lots of peanuts.
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I chose a random date a few weeks ahead for Sydney to San Francisco. These are the revenue fares
for the regular customers, and the fares for us.
SYD-SFO
Economy
Business
Cheapest normal fare:
$909
$6,830
My UA Discount
$41 6
$1 ,593
Savings
-54%
-77%
(These savings are not typos)
Remember, if you use my name, you’ll also get two free checked bags, waived fees for unaccompanied
minors, and waived fees for in cabin pets. Plus, you have 24 hours to change your mind and get a
complete refund after buying your ticket.
But here’s one more thing I can’t emphasize enough. You’re buying a revenue ticket and all the other
restrictions that apply to mere mortals, also apply to us. If there is no cancellation for them, then there’s
none for us either. If there are humungous change fees for them, then ditto for us.
One other caution. Always check another airline booking web site to see if flying on another airline may
be cheaper. On my last attempt at buying a MyUA Discount ticket, I ended up passing on a $1 02 ticket
from SFO-BUR and took Southwest instead for $49.
One more item on the My UA Discount. United also allows us to book offline.
For example, if you pull up a flight from SFO to Saigon, it will display a price with a connection on
another airline since we no longer fly to Saigon.
In the example I pulled up, it was $547 with a plane change in Hong Kong and continuing on Hong
Kong Airlines. If you bought the tickets separately, it would be $322 on UA and $255 on Hong Kong
Airlines to SGN. So in this example you’d save a little buying it from the My UA Discount website.
Now the bad news. Many of the routes that include offline travel are usually more expensive than
buying a regular ticket from say, kayak.com or some other airlines booking site. But there are a few
gems, so check it out if you’re interested.
Hotels
The days of the airline employee discount for hotels have mostly gone the way of the DC-8. I remember
getting a $36 rate at the Sheraton Maui. But I digress. Again.
Many hotels will tell you they have an airline rate. But when you compare that with their rates for AAA,
AARP, Costco, etc., they’re the same. And sometimes they’re more expensive than the rate they charge
everyone else via some hotel booking sites.
But I’ve found three web sites that have been quite useful to me. The first two are found on
Flying Together > Company > Working Together > Employee Discounts. You might want to book mark
that page or save it under your favorites.
The third one, ID90T, can be conveniently found on the left column on the EmployeeRes page.
Accor Hotels
Best Western
ID90T
The Accor Hotel chain consists of Raffles, Fairmont, Banyan Tree, Sofitel Legend, Rixos, So Sofitel,
Sofitel, Onefinestay, MGallery, Dhawa, Cassia, Pullman, Swissôtel, Angsana, 25hours, Grand Mercure,
The Sebel, Novotel, Mercure, Mama Shelter, Adagio, ibis, ibis Styles, ibis budget, JO&JOE, hotelF1 ,
Thalassa sea & spa. If you’ve never heard of Mama Shelter, it probably means you’re over 35.
The best part of using Accor’s United discount is that most of the hotels have a 24 hour cancellation
policy, whereas most hotel booking sites have zilch. They also offer no-cancellation rates that are a bit
cheaper.
The second best thing about the Accor United discount is that it includes all taxes and it’s significantly
cheaper than what you can find on other web sites.
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10 Cents A Drink
Four old guys are walking down a street. They turn a corner and see a sign that says, "Old Timers Bar-All
Drinks 10 Cents."
They look at each other and then go in, thinking this is too good to be true.
The old bartender says in a voice that carries across the room, "Come on in and let me pour one for you!
What will it be, gentlemen?"
There's a fully stocked bar, so each of the men orders a martini.
In no time the bartender serves up four iced martinis shaken, not stirred and says, "That's 10 cents each,
please."
The four guys stare at the bartender for a moment, then at each other. They can't believe their good luck.
They pay the 40 cents, finish their martinis, and order another round. Again, four excellent martinis are
produced, with the bartender again saying, "That's 40 cents, please."They pay 40 cents, but their curiosity
gets the better of them. They've each had two martinis and haven't even spent a dollar yet.
Finally one of them says, "How can you afford to serve martinis as good as these for a dime apiece?"
"I'm a retired tailor from Phoenix," the bartender says, "and I always wanted to own a bar. Last year I hit
the Lottery Jackpot for $125 million and decided to open this place. Every drink costs a dime. Wine,
liquor, beer it's all the same."
"Wow! That's some story!" one of the men says. As the four of them sip their martinis, they can't help
noticing seven other people at the end of the bar who don't have any drinks in front of them and haven't
ordered anything the whole time they've been there.
Nodding at the seven at the end of the bar, one of the men asks the bartender, "What's with them?"
The bartender says, "They're retired pilots. They're waiting for Happy Hour when drinks are half-price."
♦Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation towards the local swimming
pool. I gave him a glass of water.
♦I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather Not screaming and yelling like the
passengers in his car.
♦I find it ironic that the colors red, white, and blue stand for freedom until they are flashing
behind you.
♦When wearing a bikini, women reveal 90% of their body... men are so polite they only look at
the covered parts.
♦A recent study has found that woman who carry a little extra weight, live longer than the men
who mention it.
♦Relationships are a lot like algebra. Have you ever looked at your X and wondered Y?
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Convention 2018 - Las Vegas
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