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The sad news that Captain Billy Ray Mills took his final flight West on April 30, 2020
was just received from Golden Eagles member Captain Charlie Starr. Charlie’s email
is posted below with some pertinent information including a link to the official
obituary.

The Golden Eagles sends its condolences to Captain Mills™ family and wishes them
peace and comfort at this difficult time.

Charlie Starr’s email notice:

Just received the sad news that Texas International and Continental Captain Billy
Mills flew west on April 30. Billy was a great guy and one tough SOB as evidenced
by his life before the airline. Below is a link to his obituary - a good read to see what
kind of a person he was. A great guy and a good friend.

Charlie Starr

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/conroe-tx/billy-mills-
91658347
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DECEMBER 11, 1940 — APRIL 30, 2020

Billy Ray Mills, 79 of Conroe, passed away Thursday, April 30, 2020. He was born
December 11, 1940, in Fort Worth, Texas to William and Jimmie Louise "Honey"
Mills. Billy grew up in the Highland Park area of Dallas. He attended the University of
Arizona, in Tucson, where he attained his Bachelor of Agriculture degree. Billy was a
man of many talents; he was the captain of the rodeo team at the University of
Arizona, a professional bull rider, and a horse jockey.

Billy spent his professional career in the airline industry. He was first hired by Texas
International Airlines. After a 38 year career, Billy retired as Captain from Continental
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Airlines. Prior to his career with Continental Airlines, Billy was personal friends and
private airline pilot to General Mills and Bomber Bait Company owner Van Ellis. Billy
also gave flying lessons and became close friends with two time World
Championship Bull Rider Larry Mahan.

Early in life Billy enjoyed competing in skeet and trap shooting. Later he became
interested in long range black powder competitive shooting. Billy and Micki enjoyed
traveling annually to Raton, New Mexico where he competed in the 1000 meter black
powder shooting competitions at the NRA Whitington Center. Billy was quick- witted
and always had a good story to tell. As unbelievable as they may have sounded, his
stories were most certainly true.

Billy was preceded in death by his parents and daughter, Kimberly Jo Mills. He is
survived by his loving wife of 51 years, Micki, daughter, Casey Ratzlaff and husband
Matt, grandchildren, CalebTodd, McKenzee, Conrad, Cody, and Carson Ratzlaff,
brother-in-law, Dennis Etherton and wife Anneliese, nephew, James Etherton, niece,
Kelly Forrest and husband Stephen also special canine buddy, Kodi.

Dave Newell
Golden Eagles EVP/Email Coordinator
EVP_EmailCoordinator@thegoldeneagles.org

Gary Small
President, the Golden Eagles
smallgd@gmail.com

https://mailchi.mp/6601c737fa48/blast-email-template-863222 Page 3 of 4


mailto:EVP_EmailCoordinator@thegoldeneagles.org

Captain Billy Ray Mills Final Flight 5/8/20, 8:17 PM

https://mailchi.mp/6601c737fa48/blast-email-template-863222 Page 4 of 4


https://thegoldeneagles.us15.list-manage.com/profile?u=7425df2fe3fe66388703d5884&id=04fa344dc8&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://thegoldeneagles.us15.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=7425df2fe3fe66388703d5884&id=04fa344dc8&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=f835dd89f1
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=7425df2fe3fe66388703d5884&afl=1

