The sad news that former Continental Captain Lawrence Kelly Irving took his last flight
West was just received from Golden Eagles member Captain Darby Kelly. The Golden
Eagles sends condolences to Captain Irving's family and wishes them peace and comfort
at this difficult time.

The obituary for Captain Irving is posted below.



In Loving Memory
] Major Lawrence Kelly Irving
i U.S. Air Force, (Ret.)
arch 25, 1940 - September 5, 2020




Maj Lawrence Kelly Irving, USAF, (Ret)

Lawrence Kelly hrving. 80. died in the care of his loving wife al home in
Colorade Springs. Co September 5. 2020. He cntered Tleaven's gates
at 12:15pm becausc of his renewed faith in Chrisi.

He was born on March 25, 1940, in Phoenix. Arizona to Walter Lee rving
and Lawilda W. McGrew.

Upon graduation from Hollywood High, Tiollywood, California, in 1958, he
joined the Aviation Cadet Program with the US Air Force. He received his
navigator wings and commission in 1960 and was assigned to B-47s with the
Strategic Alr Command at Mountain Home AFB, Idabo. In 1966, while
assigned to Mountain Home, Keclly became the father of a beautiful daughrer,
Kelly Suzanne hrving.

He entered pilot training at Laredo AFB and reccived his pilot wings in 1967.
L'pmgraduationhebeganlﬂscamcrasaﬁghter ilot which took him to
assignments fo Cannon AFB, New Mexico; Bien 1HOA AB, Vietnam: PhuCal
AB. Viemam; Craig ATB. Alabama: Ubon RTAFB, i 3 lem
AB, Germany; and Eglin AFB. Florida. He was a command pilot with over
3,500 hours total Qlying time in the T-37. 1-38, T-39, B47. F-100, and F4.
He served his country with two tours of duty in Southeast Asia, with over 800
combat hours.

While in Southeast Asia on his first tour he volunteered to serve as a Misly
FAC, with the callsign of Misty 66. While fiving as a Misty he was shot
down by enemy ground fire and later rescued. Afier returning Stateside he
savcdashonlourinAi:TrainingCommandptiOtto volunteering for a
sccond combat tour. During this second tour while flying the F-4 he
paﬁkipdedin,md}ed.canbalmisimsdwingljnebackerll.ﬂisnﬁhtary
awards include the Silver Star with Oak Leal Cluster. Distinguished Flying
Cross with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Madal with 29 Oak Leaf Clusters. and
the Purple Hearl.

In 1978, while at Eglin AFB working at TAWC, Kelly met Gail, the love of
his life. They were married November 9, 1979, and their life journcy began.
Kelly retired from the USAT in January 1980. Together, they enjoved

diving, traveling. flying, skiing. church, <heir pels, tamily and friends. March

went on to build their dream home in Florissant, Colorado, where they lived
until August 2019. In September, Kelly and Gail moved to Colorado Springs
and enjoyed their beautiful new home unti his passing.
In addition to his military and commercizl Nying, Kelly was an avid general
aviation pilot and a membgr of the Quiet Qjrdmen. A raconicur of the highest
order,hcﬁﬂbercmemberedasaumpmiotandmwpmnﬂof
Constitutional Law.
He is sarvived by his wife of forty-one years, Gail Irving: his danghter. Kelly
Suzanne Taylor; and many extended family and frends.
Kelly will be missed by all who loved him and enjoyed his colorful
personality.

Memorial contributions in Lawrcnce's memory may be made to the

Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation or ‘@ Rocky Mountain Chapel.
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